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Which databases should | use for psychology research?

e PsycINFO isour most extensive psychology database, with almost 2.9 million citations and
summaries of scholarly journal articles, book chapters, books, and dissertations, all in psychology
and related disciplines, dating as far back as the 1800s. Ninety-seven percent of the covered
material is peer reviewed. Whenever possible, PsycINFO provides links to the full text of the
articles. Because of the wide range of resources available through the database, and the full-text
links, PsycINFO is a good place to start your research.

o PsychARTICLES is a definitive source of full-text, peer-reviewed scholarly and scientific articles
in psychology. The database contains more than 149,000 articles from 77 journals. Coverage spans
1894 to present; nearly all APA journals go back to Volume 1, Issue 1. Although PsycINFO
includes all of the articles listed in PsycARTICLES, you might want to use PsycARTICLES if you
are in a hurry and want to search for full-text articles only.

e Psychology and Behavioral Science Collection (EBSCOhost) provides full-text from over 550
psychology and related journals. Again, PsycINFO includes most of the articles listed from this
collection, but this collection provides fast access to full-text articles when you need them. *Please
note: this is an EBSCOnhost database and it works differently than the images shown.

e PILOTS (Published International Literature on Traumatic Stress) tries to include citations to all
literature on post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and other mental-health sequelae of traumatic
events, without disciplinary, linguistic, or geographical limitations, and to offer both current and
retrospective coverage.

The library subscribes to many different databases to meet your research needs. If you are not finding
the kind of information you need in these databases, please Ask a Librarian!

How do | get to these databases?
Access the online databases by clicking on the database name (above), or by going to McCartney
Library’s Find Articles (Databases) page, clicking on "Social Sciences™ and making your selection
from the list of recommended databases for research in the Social Sciences. If you need to access the
databases from off campus, please read these detailed instructions.

How do I find articles in PsycINFO?

Once you are in the database, and are ready to search, you can choose from a few different approaches:
Quick Search, Advanced Search, Search Tools, and Browse.

Think of a word or phrase to describe your topic, type that word/phrase in the search box, and click on
the search button.
Follow this format when typing in the search box:

« Search with one keyword: abuse

e Search with a phrase: elder* abuse

e Combine words or phrases using the word “and”: elder* abuse and caregiver

o *retrieves multiple spellings of words, e.g. elder™ retrieves elder, elderly, elders and

behavi*r will retrieve behavior and behaviour.
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How do | use advanced search in PsychINFO?

LN Quick Search | Advanced Search | Search Tools | Browse 0 Marked Recards | 59
Helg
1 d Row | Remove

{ |elder* abuse or or 1| Kesewards, KW= 2 -

3 and | ( |caregiver or or )| Descriptors, DE= v

and | ( or or 1| Arrpwhere w

Search Tips: e.g., wildcar®, exact phrase; use Keywords for a single search of Title, Abstract, Descriptors
_ search | Clear |

1. Enter terms you want to search for in the search boxes
2. Choose a field from the pull-down menu, or use “Anywhere” default
e Using a Keyword (KW) Search will narrow your search results to include only the
Abstract, Descriptors, Identifiers, and Title fields.
e Using the Descriptor Field (DE) for a search will help you narrow down your search
even more because it searches for specific descriptor.
3. Link terms by using Boolean operators AND, OR, and NOT, which are available from the pull-
down lists between fields.
e AND = link terms to narrow your search (stress and job)
e OR =link similar words to expand your search (stress or anxiety)
e NOT = exclude terms from a search (trauma not PTSD)
4 pateRange: [2006 o] to [2011 ] > Helpful Hint: For some of
Limited to: [T Latest Update [ Journal Articles only I English only your classes you will need
to search for certain
More Search Options: e methodologies and your
PsycINFO Indexes & Limits pI'OfESSOI' may want you
Author | Browse suthor to limit your search to
Journal Name | Browse Journal Name peer-reviewed journal
Lacation Browse Location artides' The PSyCINFO
6 Indexes and Limits
Methodsloay empirical Bronse Hethodsioar section is where you will
Publication Type Ipeer reviewed journal 7 Browse Publication Type go to search.
Tests and Measures | Browse Tests and Measure |
4. Limit publication date by using the Date Range pull-down menu.
5. Limit searches by Latest Update, Journal Articles Only, English Only
e Latest Update is used to limit your results to show only the most recent records that were
added to the database.
e Journal Articles Only is used to search if you only want your results to show journal
articles.
6. Limit searches by Methodology for a specific type of research. Click “Browse Methodologies”
to see the list of authorized methodology terms used in the database.
7. Type “peer reviewed journal” in Publication Type to retrieve mostly scholarly journal articles.

Other limits are available, including population and age, further down on the page.
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How do | use the thesaurus?

Sometimes the hardest part about finding resources is figuring out the exact words or phrases that the
database uses to describe your topic. The thesaurus can help you find those exact words and phrases,
resulting in more accurate search results.

To use the thesaurus, select the Search Tools tab and then click on the thesaurus tab

l L LU M l NA Geneva College -- McCartney Library

Deep Indexing added to selected database

Please log in to My Researd
ELEMA Quick Search | Advanced Search J Search Tools \ Browse 0 Marked Records | Sea

Search the Thesaurus

History/Combine Searches Command Search

Select Thesaurus: 1 |F‘S},rc:INFO Thesaurus (English) j Change Databases
Browse Thesaurus for: Ichildhood IMIEMOHES Go| 2
Select Display: @ plphabetical Index Hierarchy  © Ratated Index

1. Type a keyword/phrase in the Browse Thesaurus box.
2. Click Go.

Childbirth

Childbirth {Matural}

Childbirth Training

Childhood Developrment [+]
Childhood Memories 3

|

Childhood Meurosis

Childhood Play Behavior [+]
Childhood Play Development

Childhood Psychosis [+]

N . .

3. Click on the hyperlinked phrase that best describes your topic. You may be redirected from the
terms you entered to an authorized phrase that the database uses.

PsycINFO Thesaurus (English)

Clear Marked Terms | Add to Marked Terms

Childhood Memories {1985)

New Search Using Use Instead

Marked Terms 4
5 [T Early Memaories

' Use AND to narrow

Memaories of events that occurred early in an individual's life.
@ Use OR to broaden

' Explode to include all .
narrower terms Previous Term: Childhood Development [+] | 6

_ Next Term: Childhood INeurosis

Check the box next to the term you want to search. You can select more than one term.

Select AND or OR to combine several terms. (If you only checked one box, it doesn’t matter
which you select.) Then click Search.

6. [+] next to a term means that there are narrower terms associated with the term. Click Explode
to search for all main terms and all narrower terms.

ok~
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How do | get the full text of the articles?

Full -Text means that all the words of the article are available online to read, print, e-mail, or
download. Some articles in the psychology databases are available full-text, and others are not.

[T141. Bethinking the concept of acculturation: Implications for theory and research.
Schwartz, Seth J." Unger, Jennifer B.2: Zarmboanga, Byron L% Szapocznik, José!
American Psychologist. Vol 65i4), May-Jun 2010, pp. 237251
Thiz article presents an expanded model of acculturation among international migrants and their
immediate descendants. Acculturation is proposed as a multidimensional process caonsisting of the
confluence amaong heritage-cultural and receiving-cultural .

DOI: 10,1037 /20019330 / 1
“iew Becord | References | Table of Content @I-Text HTRL | TF ull-Text POF{420 Kb

o ——

1. Click on the link that says Full-Text to read the whole article. Helpful Hint: If you have a
choice between PDF and HTML full-text, choose PDF full-text because page numbers are
available for exact citations in your paper.

2. Sometimes a Full-Text link EIFull-Textwill take you to a list of other databases with the article.
Just click on a database link to get access to the full text.

\§ [CLUNINA
Deep Indexing added to selected databases

This item rmay be available vwia: 5

Health Source: Mursing/fcaderic Edition
Esvchology and Behawioral Sciences Collection
Sociological Collection

Acadernic Search Complete

If no full-text link is available:

[1 2. Disparities in systems development for efder abuse prevention among municipalities in

Japan: Implications for strategies to help municipalities develop communi EMS.

Makanishi, Miharu®: Makashima, Taeko™: Honda, Tatsuo®
Social Science & I'uledit:ine. Vol 71(2), Jul 2010, pp. 400404

In April 2006, a national elder abuse prevention and caregiver support law was enacted in Japan,
where efder abuse prevention is carred out by municipalities, and caregiver support and intervention
are provided by a public .. B
DOI: 101016/ sncsclmed 2mao.
Yiew Record | References | Check Dnllne availahility | ILL

3. Click on the Check online availability link. This will search other databases for the article.
a. Ifthe article is available in another database click the article or journal link.
b. If you get a message that says "The search obtained no results" the article is not
available in full text through another database.
4. Click the ILL link to use our Interlibrary Loan services to order the article from another
library! It's free, and it usually takes about one week for your article to arrive.

Have questions about locating your article, Interlibrary Loan, or anything else?
Ask a librarian! ref.lib@geneva.edu 724-847-6563
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