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Where do Christians fit in with the Halloween season?

UN attacks 
rebels to 
protect 
civilians in 
Congo
Michelle Faul/Associated 
Press Writer

Furious mobs stoned U.N. 
peacekeepers’ compounds 
Monday and thousands of 
desperate people fled ad-
vancing rebel troops as 
chaos returned to eastern 
Congo, fueled by festering 
hatreds left over from the 
Rwandan genocide and 
the country’s unrelenting 
civil wars.

In what appeared to be a 
major retreat, hundreds 
of government soldiers 
pulled back Monday from 
the battlefront north of the 
provincial capital of Goma, 
fleeing any way possi-
ble, including using tanks, 
jeeps and commandeered 
cars. Soldiers honked 
their horns angrily as they 
struggled to push through 
throngs of displaced peo-
ple on the main road.

Crowds of protesters threw 
rocks outside four U.N. 
compounds in Goma, vent-
ing outrage at what they 
claimed was a failure to pro-
tect them from rebels. Lat-
er in the day, peacekeep-
ers in helicopter gunships 
attacked rebel forces surg-
ing on Kibumba, about 30 
miles north of Goma, said 
U.N. spokeswoman Sylvie 
van den Wildenberg.

Renegade Gen. Laurent 
Nkunda has threatened to 

Abbi Gregg/ Staff Writer

Witches, ghouls and chil-
dren dressed as devils wan-
dering the streets and 
demanding candy from 
strangers are all things in-
dicative of an age-old de-
bate.

For many people, and es-
pecially for Christians, Hal-
loween is a taboo subject, 
rejected because of its asso-
ciation with witchcraft and 
the occult. Many a young 
child does not get to go out 
with his friends and get de-
licious candy because the 
whole idea of trick-or-treat-
ing is “of the devil.” Yet, 
there are many children 
(and adults) of Christian 
families who do celebrate 
Halloween. So, why the con-
troversy? Should Christians 
be celebrating Halloween, 
or should they be locking 

their doors and praying for 
the souls of those poor pa-
gans out there in their cos-
tumes and face-paint, beg-
ging for sweets?

Halloween was indeed 
originally a pagan holiday, 
though only in the West 
where there was a strong 
Celtic influence. In the East, 
the holiday was set to be 
the Sunday after Pentecost. 
Christians decided to incor-
porate the pagan feast of 
the Harvest because that 
made it easier for them to 
evangelize and identify 
with the people they were 
trying to reach.

The pagan festival of the 
Harvest included ancestor 
worship, with people go-
ing to graves and leaving 
food as an offering to en-
sure a good harvest. It is 
easy to see how the early 

church leaders simply took 
the ancestor worship and 
combined it with the wor-
ship of the saints. In the 
9th century, when the pope 
made November 1 the of-
ficial day to commemorate 
the martyrs, he also added 
unnamed saints to the mix.  
This justified the ancestor 
worship and helped square 
it with the Christian faith.

For Christians, All Hallows 
Eve—or Halloween—was 
a vigil much like Christmas 
Eve.  People sang songs and 
celebrated the Lord’s Sup-
per, preparing their hearts 
and minds to contemplate 
the enormous sacrifices of 
their Christian brothers and 
sisters.  Though the vig-
il would sometimes lead 
to drunken carousing and 
immoral behavior, it was 

Christians
and Halloween

Midnight 
Madness is 
coming
Deborah Alexander/Staff 
writer

Friday evening Metheny 
Fieldhouse will be filled 
with laughter in celebra-
tion of the opening of the 
basketball season. 

Midnight Madness, accord-
ing to student activities 
coordinator Adam Foss, is 
more about the commu-
nity effort and the com-
ing together of the entire 
campus than it is about be-
ing a costume showcase. 
There will, however, be 
many dressed in full cos-
tumes. Midnight Madness 
takes place Friday Oct. 31, 
the same day as Hallow-
een. Foss described Mid-
night Madness as poten-
tially “one of the top three 
greatest moments of your 
life.” 

The event has a two-fold 
agenda. The first is to gath-
er the Geneva communi-
ty—staff, faculty and stu-
dents—together in one 
place to spend time in 
each other’s presence. The 
second part of the event is 
threefold: to preview the 
coming basketball season, 
introduce the men and 
women’s basketball team 
to the campus and allow 
the coaches to speak about 
their goals for the coming 
basketball season.

Midnight Madness gives 
the campus an opportuni-
ty to meet the players for 
the 2008-2009 basketball 
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Geneva Theater Presents:
The Diviners 

by Jim Leonard

Thursday - Saturday October 30, 31, November 1  
Thursday - Saturday November 6 - 8                                      

Saturday Matinees Nov. 1 & 8                                           
Curtain Times: Evenings 8:00 p.m.    Matinees 2:00 p.m.

Directed by Mindy Wagner
IN THE STUDIO THEATRE

Call the Theatre Box Office at (724) 847-5099 to reserve tickets.

Midnight Madness takes place Friday night in the Fieldhouse. Rima Warren/The Cabinet

largely a time for people to 
commune with one anoth-
er and worship God.  “The 
point of a feast day from 
the early days of the church 
has always been to pro-
mote fellowship, gather as 
a body of believers, take a 
day off work and . . . to ex-
tend the Lord’s Supper to a 
common meal,” said Dr. An-
drea Smidt of the history 
department. Everyone par-
took of the feast on Hallow-
een, poor and rich alike. 

The holiday came under 
some criticism in the Refor-
mation because of its em-
phasis on saints, particularly 
in the Americas where Puri-
tans had a penchant against 
what they saw as witch-
craft.  Halloween’s associa-
tion with nighttime revel-
ry and graveyards certainly 
made it a fertile ground for 
legalistic attacks. Howev-
er, Halloween traditions in 
America are as much a part 
of the American pastime as 
baseball or apple pie and 
the holiday is not so much a 
celebration of Satan as it is 
an expression of the Ameri-
can spirit.

Should Christians celebrate 
Halloween? “I believe from 
a Reformational perspec-
tive that it’s like every-
thing that is of this world 
. . . there is a potential to 
celebrate the good,” said 
Smidt. “I don’t think it’s a 
bad thing. It’s a tradition; 
it’s not mandated in scrip-
ture.”  Christy Aiken, junior 
biology major, said, “Com-
ing from a kid who wasn’t 
allowed to go trick-or-treat-
ing after 5th grade, I say hav-
ing fun on Halloween isn’t a 
problem, but if you’re older 
than fourteen and still ask-
ing strangers for candy . . . 
let’s get serious.”  

Halloween is what one 
makes of it. To commemo-
rate those who have died 
for Christ and remember 
loved ones who passed on 
is never a bad thing. Fur-
thermore, Halloween is an 
important way for a per-
son to get involved in their 
community, meet new peo-
ple and get a little fun and 
exercise in the process.

Wucker seeks 
to dispel 
immigration 
myths 
Megan Miller/Staff Writer

Michelle Wucker, an expert 
on immigration, internation-
al finance and debt, is bring-
ing her expertise to Geneva as 
part of the college’s Colloquia 
series. The Colloquia series ex-
ists at Geneva to aide students, 
as well the community, in un-
derstanding different aspects 
of the world in which they live. 
The array of speakers, address-
ing such diverse topics as ed-
ucation, science, politics and 
economics, bring new per-
spectives and deeper insight 
to many controversial subjects.

One of the most controversial 
topics in America today is im-
migration. Wucker, an expert 
on the political and econom-
ical aspects of immigration, 
has lectured at various uni-
versities and often serves as a 
guest commentator on MSN-
BC. In her book entitled, Why 
the Cocks Fight: Dominicans, 
Haitians and the Struggle for 
Hispaniola, Wucker addresses 
the impact and politics of lan-
guage as it divides the island. 
She also looked into studying 
immigration issues of the Unit-
ed States while in Hispaniola, 
leading to her book Lockout.

Lockout was written as a way to 
address false myths about im-
migration to America and, in 
her attitude, to keep our coun-
try from making more mis-
takes about immigration. Af-
ter comparing and contrasting 
the similarities and differenc-
es of immigration today and 
immigration in past centuries, 
Wucker concluded that immi-
grants today are not any differ-
ent from immigrants before. 

Her appearance at Geneva will 
provide students, faculty and 
the community with new de-
bate on the topic and will chal-
lenge our ways of thinking 
about immigration. Wucker 
holds a degree in French and 
policy studies from Rice Uni-
versity, as well as a Master of In-
ternational Affairs and a certifi-
cate in Latin American studies 
from Columbia’s School of In-
ternational Affairs. She will ap-
pear in Skye Lounge on No-
vember 6 at 7 p.m. and on 
November 7 at 10:10 a.m. More 
information can be found at 
www.wucker.com

seasons. Nathan Reep, a ju-
nior communications ma-
jor and player for the men’s 
team, is looking forward to 
Midnight Madness and the 
beginning of basketball 
season, but he is unable to 
predict just how the sea-
son will turn out. “It’s too 
early to tell how the season 
will go, as a team we’re still 
learning to mesh togeth-
er,” Reep said.

The Midnight Madness fes-
tivities keep students com-
ing back each year. There 
are two basketball compe-
titions at which that con-
testants can win prizes. The 
3-point contest has been 
revamped. Instead of hav-
ing the contestants shoot 

the free throws alone, they 
will be matched up with a 
player from the men and 
women’s team, who will 
shoot with them, giving 
them better odds of win-
ning. Each team shoots free 
throws for a minute, alter-
nating player and contes-
tant every 15 seconds. The 
team of player and contes-
tant with the most points 
at the end of that minute 
will win the contest.

The rules and regulations 
of the basketball dunking 
contest are also new this 
year. Foss and Student Ac-
tivities would like to leave 
some things to be discov-
ered the night of Midnight 
Madness. 

Foss decided to not uncov-
er more of the activities 

at Midnight Madness be-
cause he says the commu-
nity needs to come out and 
see for themselves.“I al-
ways have a good time and 
hope to win a prize,” said 
business management/re-
source management and 
graduating senior Phillip 
Krahe.

Unfortunately , there will 
be a few community mem-
bers missing from the 
crowd. Amy Vezzetti, a ju-
nior student ministries ma-
jor, along with many other 
students, will be attending 
the National Youth Work-
ers conference that began 
Thursday Oct. 30. “I love 
Midnight Madness and am 
saddened that I will have 
to miss the festivities,” Vez-
zetti said.

Midnight Madness 
Continued from cover
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Calendar of Events
Friday, October 31

Midnight Madness

The Diviners, Theatre Pro-
duction, 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, November 1

Cross Country at PAC Cham-
pionship

Genevan’s Banquet

Volleyball at Chatham

Men’s Soccer at Grove City, 
12:00 p.m.

Football at Bethany, 1:00 
p.m.

The Diviners, Theatre Pro-
duction, 2:00 p.m.

Women’s Soccer at Grove 
City, 2:30 p.m.

Calling and vocation book-
table begins, 8:00 a.m., 
Bookstore

“The Dash” exhibit begins, 
Riverview Café

Monday, November 3

Explore Your Calling: Com-
puter Career Assessment, 
10:00 - 11:00 a.m. or 3:00 - 
4:00 p.m., Northwood 212

Wednesday, November 5

Chapel, Dr. Esther Meek, As-
sistant Professor of Philoso-
phy, 10:10 a.m.

Fondue Theatre, 7:30-8:30 
p.m.

Thursday, November 6

Michelle Wucker, Colloquia 
Speaker, 7:00 p.m.

The Diviners, Theatre Pro-
duction, 8:00 p.m.

Friday, November 7

Family Weekend

Colloquia Speaker, Michelle 
Wucker, 10:10 a.m.

Study Skills Workshop, How 
to Read a Text Book… and 
learn something, 10:10 a.m.

Broadway Revue, 7:30 p.m.

The Diviners, Theatre Pro-
duction, 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, November 8

Family Feud, Student Activ-
ities

Family Weekend

Football vs. Thomas More, 
1:30 p.m.

The Chimes: 
a product of 
passion
Emily Jameson/Staff Writer

“What is the Chimes?” Atten-
tive students across campus 
have asked this question many 
times over the years. For those 
that are not aware, the Chimes 
is the student literary publica-
tion for Geneva. 

The Chimes fills a unique posi-
tion in the Student Publications 
world, as there are no ‘staff’ 
writers. Instead, the content is 
based on student submissions. 
So, everyone who writes, re-
gardless of their major, is eligi-
ble to submit their work.

For the past 77 years, the 
Chimes has been putting out 
a publication, all based around 
campus submissions. Works 
have included poems, prose, 
short stories, essays, photogra-
phy and original art. 

In addition to artistic and lit-
erary experimentation, the 

Chimes has experimented with 
a variety of publishing styles. 
The magazine, published two 
times a year, has been pro-
duced as Chinese takeout box-
es, a deck of cards, in a can and 
in a traditional half-sized book-
let.

Like the orange paper of the 
original issue, first published 
in November 1931, the Chimes 
seems to have had faded from 
view. The publication’s current 
editor, Keri McConnell, is hop-
ing to change the current sit-
uation by reviving the Chimes, 
bringing it back into the cam-
pus view.

McConnell has been responsi-
ble for the recent wave of ad-
vertising across campus. Any-
one who submits work to the 
Chimes is eligible for a cash 
prize, which will be deter-
mined after publication. A $25 
prize will be rewarded for the 
best poem and best work of 
art/photography, and the best 
short story will win $50. 

Even though the Chimes is 

open to any and all submis-
sions, McConnell still stresses 
quality over quantity. “We’re 
looking for something fresh 
that hasn’t been done before,” 
said McConnell. The current 
staff, with ten students and Mc-
Connell, hopes that the call for 
submissions will bring out the 
best of the whole campus. 

Recent issues have been heavy 
on poems, but not on short 
stories. McConnell hopes that 
the next issue will change that. 
“People love reading short sto-
ries. A well-crafted short story 
can really add a lot to the publi-
cation and makes it more inter-
esting to read,” she said. 

The Chimes is open for all stu-
dent submissions. Poems, 
short stories, photography 
and art should be emailed to 
chimes@geneva.edu or sent to 
box #1865. 

HUM 304: 
making 
history come 
alive
Kaylyn Brice/Staff Writer

Ever wanted to just get away 
from the monotony of col-
lege life and go where no 
one knows you—some place 
where you can just relax and 
enjoy another culture? Have 
you been thinking to your-
self, “I cannot handle one 
more humanities class!”? For-
tunately, Geneva has a HUM 
304 where you can step out-
side of this community and 
into another.

Every year, Dr. Paul Kilpatrick 
takes a group of students to 
Puerto Rico. Students can re-
ceive six credits for this three 
hour class. The class can be 
applied for a non-lab science 
(SCS 491), a HUM 304 or both. 
Twice a week, they meet with 
a new professor to learn more 
about Puerto Rican culture.

During spring break, stu-
dents will go horseback rid-
ing on the sunny beaches of 
Puerto Rico, visit the Univer-
sity of PR, wander through 
the beautiful city of Ponce, 
explore a rain forest, see Are-
cibo Observatory, go snor-

keling on the coral reef in the 
Caribbean Sea and journey 
through Old San Juan to see 
the fort El Morro and many 
amazing museums.

The cost of this trip is only 
$2200 and includes every-
thing (except souvenirs). Kil-
patrick gives students a dai-
ly allowance that helps with 
food expenses. 

Dr. Tom Copeland has also 
pieced an exciting trip to-
gether. His class will go to 
Scotland, Ireland and Eng-
land in May. The trip counts 
for HUM 304 credit and is 
$3000. The trip also includes 
some classroom time.

While in Scotland and Ire-
land, students will be able 
to explore ancient cultures, 
learn about the history of 
the church, visit castles, the 
highlands and maybe see the 
Loch Ness monster. The pos-
sibilities are endless.

“On the trips, the goal is to 
learn about other cultures, 
learn from them and expe-
rience them first-hand at 
deeper than just a “tourist” 
level,” said Copeland.

If leaving the country is not 
for you, there are various oth-
er courses on campus avail-
able for HUM 304 credit. A 

handful of them include Co-
peland’s terrorism class, 
world music and chemistry 
in art. 

Additionally, Kilpatrick has an 
introduction to film class on 
Tuesday nights. It is offered 
as either ENG212 or HUM 304. 
“We do a structural approach 
to film—looking at editing, 
camera placement, etc . . .  
and the overall theme is ‘re-
ality and illusion’,” said Kilpat-
rick. 

During this class students 
will watch Woody Allen’s 
“Purple Rose of Cairo,” Char-
lie Chaplin’s “Modern Times,” 
Ford’s “Stagecoach,” Hitch-
cock’s “Rear Window,” Zhang 
Yimou’s “Raise the Red Lan-
tern” and others, depending 
on the class’ makeup.

“In general, the purpose of 
the HUM 304 courses is to of-
fer students a cross-cultural 
experience, perhaps to jux-
tapose our Western culture 
with another—or—it may 
help students interact with 
‘unheard’ voices—women’s 
and minority literature, for 
example,” said Copeland.
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National News
Obama ahead 
or tied in 
eight key 
states
Ron Fournier/Associated 
Press Writers

Barack Obama leads in 
four states won by Presi-
dent Bush in 2004 and is 
essentially tied in two oth-
er Republican states, ac-
cording to new AP-GfK 
battleground polling that 
suggests most roads to 
victory are closed to John 
McCain. Obama could win 
big.

While no poll can predict 
next week’s results, the 
AP-GfK surveys explain 
why Obama is hoping not 
just for a win but a tran-
scendent victory that re-
makes the nation’s political 
map. McCain is scrambling 
to defend states where he 
wouldn’t even be cam-
paigning if the race were 
closer.

Less than a week before 
Election Day, the AP-GfK 
polls show Obama win-
ning among early voters, 
favored on almost every 
issue, benefiting from the 
country’s sour mood and 
widely viewed as the win-
ning candidate by voters in 
eight crucial states -- Colo-
rado, Florida, Nevada, New 
Hampshire, North Caroli-
na, Ohio, Pennsylvania and 
Virginia.

“I’ve never seen the Unit-
ed States in this bad of 
shape,” said Debby Gran-
ik, an executive assistant 
from Las Vegas who voted 
for Obama last week. “We 

need change. We need 
change desperately.”

Despite a mounting chorus 
of Republicans predicting 
their nominee’s demise, 
McCain aides insist their in-
ternal surveys show victory 
is still within reach.

Indeed, polls are mere 
snapshots of highly fluid 
campaigns, and this race 
has been unusually vola-
tile. McCain was written off 
prematurely last year, and 
Obama seemed poised 
for victory in New Hamp-
shire’s Democratic primary 
just before Hillary Rodham 
Clinton thumped him.

Even this close to Election 
Day, racial tensions and 
the numbers of late-decid-
ing voters identified by the 
AP-GfK polling leave room 
for doubt. But the surveys 
confirm what McCain aides 
acknowledge privately -
- their chances of winning 
are low.

The polling shows Obama 
leading in Ohio (7 percent-
age points), Nevada (12 
points), Colorado (9) and 
Virginia (7), all red states 
won by Bush that collec-
tively offer 47 electoral 
votes. Sweeping those four 
-- or putting together the 
right combination of two 
or three -- would almost 
certainly make Obama 
president.

It takes 270 electoral votes 
to win the White House. 
Obama can earn 252 by 
merely reclaiming states 
won by John Kerry in 2004. 
There are only two Ker-
ry states still in conten-
tion, Pennsylvania with 21 
votes and New Hampshire 

with four, and AP-GfK polls 
show Obama leading both 
by double digits.

Ohio alone has 20 electoral 
votes. Nevada has 5, Colo-
rado 9 and Virginia 13.

In addition, Obama is tied 
with McCain in North Car-
olina and Florida, accord-
ing to the AP-GfK polling, 
two vote-rich states Bush 
carried in 2004. Obama 
is throwing his time and 
money into the Sunshine 
State, which has 27 votes, 
part of a strategy to create 
many routes to victory and 
push toward a landslide 
of 300 or more electoral 
votes. North Carolina has 
15 votes.

Independent polling sug-
gests that New Mexico and 
Iowa, two traditionally GOP 
states, are out of reach for 
McCain. Other red states 
may be creeping away 
from him and into conten-
tion, including Montana.

The bottom line: McCain 
must overtake Obama in 
the many red states where 
he is trailing or tied ΓÇö a 
tall order. Or he needs to 
gain some breathing room 
by winning Pennsylvania, 
where he trails by 12 per-
centage points, according 
to the AP-GfK poll.

Many of his own support-
ers say the race is all but 
over.

If you believe in miracles,” 
said GOP consultant Joe 
Gaylord of Arlington, Va., 
“you still believe in Mc-
Cain.”

“I get the sense it’s shut-
ting down,” said Tom Rath, 
a GOP consultant in New 

Hampshire where McCain 
trails by 18 points.

He added, “Where there’s a 
week, there’s hope.”

A couple of factors might 
cut McCain’s way.

First, there are still a good 
number of voters are open 
to changing their minds -
- from as low as 4 percent 
in Nevada to 14 percent in 
New Hampshire.

Thomas Aelker, a Repub-
lican from central Florida 
who considered voting for 
Obama, said he’s back with 
McCain. He said of Obama, 
“I just think his lack of ex-
perience will be a detri-
ment.”

Second, the impact of race 
is a hard-to-measure factor 
as Obama seeks to become 
the nation’s first black pres-
ident.

In three states -- North Car-
olina, Florida and Penn-
sylvania -- the number 
of white Democrats who 
said the word “violent” 
described most blacks hit 
double digits in the poll-
ing.

In those same states, 
Obama was having trouble 
winning over white Demo-
crats -- 20 percent of them 
in North Carolina said they 
were voting for McCain; 12 
percent in Florida and 8 
percent in Pennsylvania.

Obama may have coattails. 
Democrats lead the Sen-
ate races in Colorado, New 
Hampshire and Virginia, 
according to AP-GfK polls. 
In North Carolina, GOP Sen. 
Elizabeth Dole is essential-
ly tied with state Sen. Kay 
Hagan.

In all four of those Senate 
races, the Democratic can-
didate leads among early 
voters, a sign of a strong 
ground game driven by the 
top of the ticket. Obama 
easily outpaces McCain 
among early voters, hold-
ing about a 2-1 advantage 
in six of the states.

Obama is favored on al-
most every issue in every 
state, the polling says:

- Voters in all eight states 
gave him the highest marks 
on whom they trust to fix 
the economy and improve 
health care.

- Even on the question of 
“who would make the right 
decision about national se-
curity,” typically a strong 
suit for McCain, Obama 
holds a slight lead in Ne-
vada and is running even 
against his GOP rival in 
Colorado, New Hampshire, 
Pennsylvania and Virginia.

- Obama’s message of 
change is playing well 
among women, especially 
in Florida where they gave 
Obama 54 percent of their 
support in the polling.

Susan Pogue, 56, of West 
Palm Beach, said McCain 
lost her vote during the fi-
nal debate. “When it comes 
to meeting with world 
leaders,” she said, “I want 
someone who is not cluck-
ing and rolling his eyes.”

- By large margins, voters 
in each of the eight states 
consider Obama the likely 
winner Tuesday.

- Voters in each state be-
lieve McCain has run a far 
more negative campaign.

- Seven in 10 Hispanics in 
Colorado say they are vot-
ing for Obama, a margin 
that could help him win a 
state that has chosen Dem-
ocratic presidential candi-
dates just three times since 
1948.

The political landscape 
tilts against McCain. Just 
8 percent of voters in New 
Hampshire think the coun-
try is headed in the right di-
rection. Three-quarters of 
voters in Pennsylvania dis-
approve of Bush’s job per-
formance. Nine in 10 voters 
in North Carolina are wor-
ried about the economy.

“I’m a Bush-generated 
Democrat,” said Connie Lil-
ly of Richmond, Va.

The AP-GfK Battleground 
State Poll was conducted 
from Oct. 22-26 in eight 
states. It involved inter-
views by landline tele-
phone with likely voters in 
each state, ranging from 
600 in Florida and New 
Hampshire to 628 in Ne-
vada. The margin of sam-
pling error was plus or mi-
nus 3.9 percentage points 
in Colorado and Nevada, 
and 4 points in the other 
states.

Step, Path, Journey: Live Your Calling Now.
November is Calling and Vocation Month, 2008.

Keep an eye out for events geared toward helping students discover ways to prepare for your 
calling while at Geneva.

More Info:www.geneva.edu/career
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Congo 
Continued from coverWorld News

Your ad could be here!
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take Goma despite calls 
from the U.N. Security 
Council for him to respect 
a cease fire brokered by 
the U.N. in January. Nkun-
da charges that the Con-
golese government has 
not protected his minority 
Tutsi tribe from a Rwandan 
Hutu militia that escaped 
to Congo after helping per-
petrate the 1994 Rwandan 
genocide. Half a million 
Tutsis were slaughtered.

The peacekeeper assault 
Monday was the second 
in a year against Nkun-
da’s rebels. In December, 
U.N. officials also used at-
tack helicopters to re-
pel the rebels, killing hun-
dreds under their mandate 
to protect civilians in the 
vast Central African coun-
try that has been ravaged 
by years of dictatorship 
and civil war.

Washington-based Ref-
ugees International crit-
icized the international 
community late Monday, 
saying the peacekeep-
ers “have been betrayed 
by all parties to the con-
flict, as well as the interna-
tional community.” It said 
the U.N. gave them “an ex-
ceptionally complex set of 
tasks to accomplish, but 
never came through with 
the resources or the polit-
ical support to get the job 
done.”

After meeting with U.N. of-
ficials, civil society lead-
ers said they did not un-
derstand how U.N. soldiers 
sent to protect them could 
fire live bullets at people 
and kill three of them.

Congo has been ravaged 
by years of dictatorship 
and civil war that have kept 
people from profiting from 
vast reserves of diamonds, 
gold and other resources. 
Congo held its first dem-
ocratic elections in more 
than four decades in 2006. 
But the new government 
has struggled to assert its 
control of the sprawling 
country, which is the size 
of Western Europe, partic-
ularly in the east.

Iraq outlines 
changes it 
wants in pact 
with US
Qassim Abdul-Zahra/Asso-
ciated Press Writer

Iraq wants a security agree-
ment with the U.S. to in-
clude a clear ban on U.S. 
troops using Iraqi territory 
to attack Iraq’s neighbors, 
the government spokes-
man said Wednesday, three 
days after a dramatic U.S. 
raid on Syria.

Also Wednesday, the coun-
try’s most influential Shiite 
cleric expressed concerned 
that Iraqi sovereignty be 
protected in the pact. 
Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sis-
tani wields vast influence 
among the Shiite majority 
and his explicit opposition 
could scuttle the deal.

Government spokesman 
Ali al-Dabbagh said the 
ban was among four pro-
posed amendments to the 
draft agreement approved 
by the Cabinet this week 
and forwarded to the U.S.

White House press secre-
tary Dana Perino said U.S. 
negotiators in Iraq are 
closely reviewing the new 
amendments from the 
Iraqis to see if they are ac-
ceptable to the administra-
tion.

Al-Dabbagh said the Iraq-
is want the right to declare 
the agreement null and 
void if the U.S. unilaterally 
attacks one of Iraq’s neigh-
bors.

U.S. troops launched a dar-

ing daylight attack Sunday 
a few miles into Syrian ter-
ritory against what U.S. of-
ficials said was a key figure 
in al-Qaida’s operation that 
moves foreign fighters and 
weapons into Iraq.

A senior U.S. official said 
the al-Qaida figure, an 
Iraqi known as Abu Ghadi-
yah, was killed. The official 
spoke on condition of an-
onymity because the raid 
was classified. Syria says 
eight civilians died and has 
demanded an apology.

For nearly two weeks, Iraqi 
politicians have been con-
sidering the draft security 
agreement, which would 
keep U.S. troops in Iraq 
through 2011 unless both 
sides agree that they could 
stay longer.

The pact would also give 
the Iraqis a greater role in 
supervising U.S. military 
operations and allow Iraqi 
courts to try U.S. soldiers 
and contractors accused of 
major crimes off duty and 
off base.

But critics say the cur-
rent version, reached af-
ter months of tough ne-
gotiations, does not go far 
enough in protecting Iraqi 
sovereignty, and key Shiite 
politicians argue it stands 
little chance of approval in 
Iraq’s fractious parliament 
in its current form.

The agreement must be 
approved by the end of the 
year when the current U.N. 
mandate expires or the U.S. 
military would have to sus-
pend all operations in Iraq.

Report: 
NKorea’s Kim 
suffers new 
health setback
Jean H. Lee/Associated Press 
Writer

New South Korean intelligence 
indicates that ailing North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong Il suf-
fered a serious setback in his 
recovery from a stroke and has 
been hospitalized, a newspa-
per reported Wednesday.

The report in the Dong-a Ilbo 
newspaper cited an unnamed 
government official in saying 
intelligence obtained Sunday 
suggested “a serious problem” 
with Kim’s health. The report 
did not elaborate, and South 
Korea’s National Intelligence 
Service and Unification Minis-
try said Wednesday they could 
not confirm it.

Kim, 66, reportedly suffered a 
stroke and underwent brain 
surgery in August. A Japanese 
TV station says his eldest son 
went to Paris to recruit a neuro-
surgeon who was flown back 
to Asia to treat Kim.

The Dong-a report came a 
day after Japan’s prime min-
ister told lawmakers in Tokyo 
that Kim probably is in the hos-
pital, though “not unable” to 
make decisions as North Ko-
rea’s leader.

The chief of the National Intel-
ligence Service had told law-
makers Tuesday that Kim was 
“not physically perfect” but still 
able to rule the country.

North Korea denies Kim is ill, 
However, speculation about 
the reclusive leader’s health 
grew when he missed a Sep-
tember military parade mark-
ing North Korea’s 60th anniver-
sary. He then disappeared from 
public sight for two months.

Kim, who rules the Stalinist na-
tion with absolute authority, 
has not publicly named any 
successors, leading to con-
cerns about an uncertain fu-
ture in the impoverished, nu-
clear-armed nation.

North Korea has sought in re-
cent weeks to tamp down ru-
mors about Kim’s health with 
news reports and footage por-
traying the leader as active and 
able, attending a soccer game 
and inspecting a military unit. 
The reports, photos and video 
are undated.

Quake in 
remote 
Pakistan 
border region 
kills 170
Ashraf Khan/Associated Press 
Writer

A strong earthquake struck 
before dawn Wednesday in 
impoverished southwestern 
Pakistan, killing at least 170 
people and turning mud and 
timber homes into rubble.

An estimated 15,000 people 
were left homeless, and res-
cuers were digging for survi-
vors in a remote valley in Bal-
uchistan, the remote province 
bordering Afghanistan where 
the magnitude 6.4 quake 
struck.

Officials said they were dis-
tributing thousands of tents, 
blankets and food packages 
and sending in earth-moving 
equipment to dig mass graves. 
Many of those who survived 
were left with little more than 
the clothes they had slept in, 
and with winter approaching, 
temperatures were expected 
to drop to around freezing in 
coming nights.

Worst-hit was the former Brit-
ish hilltop resort of Ziarat and 
about eight surrounding vil-
lages, where hundreds of 
houses were destroyed, in-
cluding some buried in land-
slides triggered by the quake.

“There is great destruction,” 
said Ziarat Mayor Dilawar Ka-
kar. “Not a single house is in-
tact.”

Aftershocks rattled the area 
throughout the day, includ-
ing one estimated at magni-
tude 6.2 in the late afternoon. 
There were no reports of addi-
tional casualties or damage.

Kakar said the death toll from 
the quake was 170, with 375 
injured. Around 15,000 peo-
ple lost their homes, he said.

Kakar appealed to “the whole 
world” for help, but the head 
of Pakistan’s National Disaster 
Management Authority said 
an international relief effort 
would not likely be necessary.
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Sports

From Geneva 
to Uganda
Desirea Towne/Staff Writer

The world’s most popu-
lar sport brought Gene-
va’s women’s soccer team 
around the world during 
May 2008. From May 19 
to May 30, eight members 
of the team—along with 
Coach Linda Sumner and 
two Geneva men’s soccer 
team alumni—spent time 
in Soroti, Uganda. 

The trip was first suggest-
ed by teammates Aman-
da Munsch and Abbigail 
Young as an opportunity to 
minister to African children. 
Coach Sumner recalled the 
practice when Munsch told 
the team about an experi-
ence she had while in Hon-
duras. Whenever Munsch 
would go out in the eve-
nings with a soccer ball, the 
Honduran children would 
surround her, wanting to 
play and talk. This became 
the motivation to make a 
similar trip as a team. 

Getting to Soroti required 
a lot of support from fam-
ily, friends and the commu-
nity.  The trip cost $2,200 
for each individual.

During the first week, the 
group visited various plac-

es including a local Bible 
college, an AIDS orphan-
age and Soroti Agriculture 
and Crafts Association for 
the Blind. The team also 
helped teach vacation Bi-
ble school. “I especially 
loved going to the AIDS or-
phanage and holding a lit-
tle boy named Godfrey all 
afternoon,” said senior bi-
ology major Amanda Caler. 

Among the lessons learned 
during the trip, one of the 
most important was “walk-
ing by faith, not by sight.” 
This age-old imperative hit 
home when the team visit-
ed with patients at a local 
blind organization. 

The second week, the team 
put on a soccer clinic for 
girls in four of the local 
high schools. Sumner said 
that she enjoyed watch-
ing her team organize and 
join together for a success-
ful clinic.  

Caler described the trip in 
three words: “Something 
not anticipated.”  She also 
said that she learned a lot 
while she was out of the 
States.  “I experienced what 
it is to be happy with noth-
ing,” she said. 

Amanda Munsch, a junior 
missions major, had the 
same type of reaction. “The 

world is so much worse off 
than we see it from the 
paradise we try to hide in,” 
she admitted.  She hopes 
everyone will continue to 
pray for Uganda. “Pray that 
Christ would be the true 
leader in the lives of Ugan-
dans.”

The group saw a glimpse 
of absolute poverty. Caler 
said that her goal was to 
“come home knowing that 
I gave all I could possibly 
give to those people.”  

Coach Sumner also saw this 
trip as a way for the team to 
bond. She recognized the 
extreme talent the group 
possesses. “I was so im-
pressed with their creativ-
ity—coming up with Bible 
stories, crafts, songs . . .” 
she said. 

Coach Sumner, Munsch and 
Caler would love to return 
to Soroti, although they 
admit it would not be easy.  
“I won’t pretend I have 
nothing holding me back, 
though. Africa is a hard 
place to experience and a 
hard way of life to witness,” 
Munsch confessed. 

“God is working every-
where. God has not left Af-
rica,” Munsch said.

Men’s soccer: 
“We are a 
brotherhood” 
Lisa Lyon/Staff Writer

October 22, last Wednes-
day’s game, was a turning 
point for the men’s soccer 
team. Not only did the 4-
2 win break a frustrating 
three game losing streak, 
but the team walked off 
the field knowing they had 
played the game well.  

“Last night we played 
like the team I know we 
can be,” said Coach Todd 
Beall.

Beall has led the GT’s to 
solid 11-5 season. Their 
10-game winning streak 
earned the team an 8th 
place NCCAA national 
ranking earlier in the sea-
son. Their secret to suc-
cess? Teamwork.

“We have complete faith 
and confidence in each 
other. We are a brother-
hood,” explained senior 
captain Mark Zurbrick.  

This attitude of teamwork 
defines Geneva men’s soc-
cer. From the freshmen to 
the seniors, from the of-
fense to the defense and 
from the starters to the 
managers, soccer is about 
the team and what they 
can accomplish together.  

Zurbrick has led Geneva’s 
defense to allow an im-
pressive .8 goal average 
this season and the team 
has looked to him as a 
leader both on and off the 
field. Working with such a 
young group has been an 
experience for Zurbrick, 
but he has no doubts 
about the quality of play-
ers that make up the team. 
“There is a culture of serv-
ing on this team and of 
putting the team over the 
individual. That is what 
makes this team unique,” 
said Zurbrick, who is now 
looking at the last two 
regular-season games of 
his collegiate career.

After Zurbrick and fellow 
seniors graduate, the ma-
jority of the responsibility 
will be shouldered by this 
year’s sophomores. Soph-
omore Bruce Fox showed 

his potential by scoring the 
first two goals of Wednes-
day’s game. Fox said that 
after three tough losses, 
“we were just ready to win 
again.” Fox is joined by fel-
low sophomore, Jake Mc-
Cracken, who believes that 
the win can be attributed 
to the fact that, “we were 
able to really just con-
trol the flow of the game, 
which allowed us to gen-
erate scoring chances.”

Wednesday’s second two 
goals were put away by 
freshman Josh Mann. 
Mann is looking forward to 
the opportunity to contin-
ue to grow as a player, and 
has learned a lot from up-
perclassmen like Zurbrick: 
“The upperclassmen have 
been awesome examples. 
It has been wonderful to 
have Christ openly seen 
as our ultimate reason for 
playing the game.”  

Whatever their back-
ground, age or experience, 
the men’s soccer team is 
united by three common 
themes: their love of the 
game, their commitment 
to Christ and their respect 
for their coach. Coach 
Beall is in his 3rd year of 
coaching at Geneva, and 
the pride he takes in his 
team is contagious.  Zur-
brick believes that, “this 
team is unique because of 
our coaches. Coach Beall 
and his staff have a vision 
and a passion for this pro-
gram and they instill that 
in us in every practice.”

Spirits were high head-
ing into Saturday’s game 
against Thomas More, but 
the GT’s couldn’t seem to 
find that magic that had 
shown itself so clearly in 
Wednesday’s competi-
tion. No matter the record, 
the goal is the same and 
Coach Beall still has high 
expectations for his young 
team. With only two sea-
son games left, the team is 
looking forward to the op-
portunity to continue on 
into post-season play and 
compete in the national 
tournament.

The soccer team works hard on and off of the field. Rima Warren/The Cabinet
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Geneva’s basketball 
teams gear up for more 
success on the court
Julia Santilli/Staff Writer

Leaves are changing, the air is getting cold and 
fall is finally here. November can only mean one 
thing to the Geneva community: basketball. The 
men’s and women’s basketball teams are gear-
ing up for another exciting season of play. Ge-
neva’s annual Midnight Madness will take place 
this Friday night in the Metheny Fieldhouse to 
kick off the upcoming basketball season.

Geneva’s women’s basketball team put togeth-
er another impressive season last year finish-
ing with an overall record of 20-6, putting up 
back-to-back 20-win seasons --  the first time in 
Geneva history. The team put these successful 
seasons together under coaching of Ron Gal-
breath.

The Golden Tornadoes will look to make anoth-
er run at such a successful season this year; how-
ever, they must do it without Coach Galbreath. 
Galbreath is taking the season off to continue 
his recovery.

With a new season comes a new head coach. 
Amy Russin will step in as the women’s new 
head coach for the 2008-2009 season. “It will 
be different this year, but Coach Russin is good. 
We’ll pull it together. A lot has changed. It’s a 
whole new season,” sophomore Val Hamilton 
said.

Russin played for Geneva in the 1990’s and has a passion for the game, as well as for 
the Golden Tornadoes. Coach Russin is excited and hopeful about her first season 
as head coach. “I am very excited about the team this year. We have a young team 
with only three upperclassmen. In fact, half of the team is freshmen. This being the 
case, we are going back to the basics.”

The plan for success this season is focusing on the basics. Coach Russin feels confi-
dent about the team’s strategy going into this season. “We are focusing on doing 

the little things well -- in fact, doing them better 
than others.” As the team prepares for anoth-
er season, they are looking to improve on their 
strengths. “I think our strength will be in our cap-
tains. And I think our speed will compensate for 
our lack of height,” said Hamilton.

Geneva’s men’s team will be looking to take 
their success to the next level as they hope to 
make their presence known in the PAC this sea-
son. Coach Jeff Santarsiero feels confident in the 
strength of his team. “I believe our team strength 
will be two-fold. One, we will be extremely fast 
with the ball. The ability for us to get easy points 
has increased with the addition of several new 
players this year. Two, our bench will be once 
again be deep with talent. Any one person can 
step in and contribute,” Santarsiero said.

The team has high hopes for the 2008-2009 sea-
son. “My hopes for this season are that we get 
20 wins this year and that we can compete for a 
NCCAA championship at the end of the season,” 
said junior

Bryan Hill. “With us losing three starters from last 
year, we really need to get together as a team and 
play together and the wins will follow.”

Every team has its strengths and weaknesses. 
The Golden Tornadoes hope to focus on their 
strengths this season. “Our strength this season 
is that we have great chemistry among both the 
players as well as the coaches,” said staring point 
guard Justin Nardi.

Sophomore Bryce Salomone adds youth to the list 
of Geneva’s strengths. “Every team has their strengths and weaknesses. I think our 
youth and speed will be big for us this year,” he said.

As a new season begins, expectations are high and tend to be the same from year 
to year, win. “Expectations never change, it’s always win. We have a young team this 
year which is exciting. Our players are hungry for success and I believe our chemis-
try will pull us through,” said Salomone.

Geneva College 
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Every Monday Night 
5pm-7pm

All “U” can eat pizza* $3.95
*Dine in only, pizza includes 1 topping 
3410 4th Ave 
Beaver Falls, PA 15010  724-847-4315

Politics Beaver 
County 
prepares to 
vote
Rob Beaver/Staff Writer

As the election gets closer 
and closer, Beaver County 
is gearing up for an unex-
pected rush of 75,000-plus 
voters. With over 129 voting 
locations and over 114,000 
registered voters, Beaver 
County is significant for 
the candidates hoping to 
win Western Pennsylvania 
in this election. The Beaver 
County Bureau of Elections 
expects this year’s turnout 
to surpass anything this 
county has seen over the 
last 40 years. 

Voting, however, has never 
been a big issue in Beaver 
County. This year’s election 
marks a change in the his-
tory of the area.

According to a study con-
ducted by Allegheny Col-
lege, Beaver County has 
only had more than 40% 
of registered voters vote in 
more than one election. In 
the last general election, 
only 25% of the resident 
population voted. And on 
top of that, only 15% of the 
residents in Beaver Falls 
were registered to vote, 
with about 7% actually 
voting.

It seems hard to believe 
that in the 2004 presiden-
tial election, only 26,684 
people out of the 177,897 
living in Beaver County 
were registered to vote in 
the last election. Howev-
er, the situation in 2008 is 
vastly different. In the most 
recent estimates, Beaver 
County has registered over 
87,000 new voters. In the 
2008 party primaries, 45% 
of registered voters voted.

In past elections Beaver 

County has voted Demo-
cratic 87% of the time and 
this election seems to be 
no different. In this year’s 
primaries, 61% of the Dem-
ocrats registered in Beaver 
County came out to vote 
compared to 30% of reg-
istered Republicans. The 
Democratic voters in Bea-
ver County came out strong 
in the election but, instead 
of voting for Obama, 69% 
of the registered voters 
voted for Hilary. 

As the general election 
comes up, Beaver County 
Democrats will have anoth-
er opportunity to vote but 
this time, they’ll be looking 
to support Obama who last 
visited Beaver County Au-
gust 31 in Beaver.

So, how can you get out 
and vote if you live in Bea-
ver County? Where can you 
go? When are the polls 
open?

For those registered in 
Beaver County, there are 
over 129 polling locations 
throughout the various 
precincts, with many loca-
tions near campus. The Col-
lege Hill United Methodist 
Church, located on Col-
lege Hill right behind the 
College Hill Apartments, is 
perhaps the closest loca-
tion for Geneva students 
registered in the Beaver 
Falls precinct. Other loca-
tions can be found on the 
Beaver County Board of 
Elections website.

Polling locations often 
open early and close any-
where from 5:00 p.m.-6:00 
p.m., while others stay 
open as late as 8:30 p.m. 
or 9:00 p.m. It is important 
to make sure and check 
out your own voting loca-
tions before November 4 
to make sure you can get 
out and vote. 

Breakdown of 
the candidates
Josh Cretella/Assistant Editor

The 2008 election is a few 
days away.  With the minute-
by-minute election coverage 
from all news sources every-
where, it seems redundant and 
self-serving to write yet an-
other sentence, word or letter 
about the election. For those 
who haven’t been keeping 
track, Barack Obama (D) and 
John McCain (R), have been in 
a fierce battle, the product of 
a long primary season, almost 
two years long. Even though 
the general election only has 
been contested since early this 
summer, the debate between 
the candidates is heated. 

Unfounded rumors about both 
candidates have been thrown 
out dangerously, resulting in 
a campaign that has frequent-
ly turned into ugly politics. For 
the uninitiated, ill-informed 
and undecided, the Cabinet 
has decided to break down the 
two major-party candidates to 
the best of our abilities. Obvi-
ously, we encourage every-
one, especially the undecided, 
to seek out a variety of reason-
able and well-written sources 
and opinions, in an attempt to 
develop their own thoughts. 
Here, however, is a breakdown 
of the candidates via the New 
York Times on some major is-
sues.

The following information has 
been adapted from the New 
York Times’ election guide, 
found at http://elections.ny-
times.com/2008/index.html

CLIMATE CHANGE:

Barack Obama: Says U.S. must 
lead global efforts to reduce 
emissions; would institute cap-
and-trade system; reduce car-
bon emissions by 80 percent 
by 2050; double fuel standards 
within 18 years, tax credits to 
auto makers who want envi-
ronmental efficiency; support 
alternative fuels (in general).

John McCain: Says U.S. should 
work toward a global effort 
that would include develop-
ing countries; reduce carbon 

emissions by 60 percent of 
1990 levels by 2050; supports 
clean coal, but also supports all 
coal programs; wants increase 
in fuel emission standards; re-
duce foreign dependency on 
foreign oil.

ECONOMY:

Obama: Enact a 90-day mor-
atorium on most home fore-
closures; immediate tax cuts 
($500 for individuals, $1,000 for 
families) for households mak-
ing less than $250,000, and for 
retired senior citizens making 
up to $50,000, based on 2007 
tax returns; eliminate capital 
gains taxes on small and start-
up business investments; tem-
porarily suspend mandatory 
annual withdrawals from In-
dividual Retirement Accounts 
and 401(k)s; cost of stimulus 
plan $175 billion, the campaign 
says.

McCain: Purchase troubled 
mortgages directly from finan-
cial institutions and replace 
them with fixed-rate, govern-
ment-guaranteed mortgages 
at the homes’ reduced value; 
also extend most of the Bush 
tax cuts for taxpayers that oth-
erwise would expire after 2010 
and cut the corporate tax rate; 
temporarily suspend manda-
tory annual withdrawals; cost 
of plan $352.5 billion, the cam-
paign says.

EDUCATION:

Obama: on No Child Left Be-
hind: believes law is good in 
concept but poor in design, 
funding and implementation; 
would negotiate teacher pay 
performance programs with 
teachers, prioritize recruitment 
and offer professional develop-
ment; would spend $10 billion a 
year to expand early childhood 
education; would increase fed-
eral funding for after-school 
programs; would double fed-
eral spending on public char-
ter schools while holding them 
accountable; would stream-
line application process and in-
crease Pell grants.

McCain: on No Child Left Be-
hind: would keep law’s em-
phasis but shift the way it mea-
sures progress; would offer 

bonus pay for teachers who 
raised achievement or worked 
in hard-to-staff schools; would 
use federal money to support 
existing early childhood pro-
grams; would expand after-
school tutoring; would allow 
parents to choose the school 
for their children.

HEALTH CARE:

Obama: Would require that 
all children have health insur-
ance; aims for universal cover-
age; require employers to pro-
vide insurance or contribute 
to the cost, but exempt small-
est businesses, and reimburse 
all employers for catastrophic 
health costs; provide subsidies 
for low-income people; create 
purchasing pool with choice of 
competing private plans and 
one public plan like Medicare; 
prohibit insurance compa-
nies from denying coverage to 
people with health problems 
or charging them higher rates; 
would pay for additional costs 
by wants to roll back President 
Bush’s tax cuts for households 
earning more than $250,000.

McCain: opposes mandate 
requiring everyone to ob-
tain health insurance; said he 
wants to give individuals free 
to choose their own health 
care; would provide tax credits; 
has pledged affordable health 
care for every American; pro-
vide $2,500 tax credits for in-
dividuals and $5,000 for fami-
lies to buy their own insurance; 
would pay for additional costs 
without tax increase.

IRAQ and AFGHANISTAN:

Obama: wants to withdraw 
one or two brigades a month 
to finish within 16 months; use 
troop withdrawals to try to 
encourage change; opposed 
troop increase sanctioned by 
Bush; invasion of Iraq: opposed 
from the beginning.

McCain: Against a timetable 
for troop withdrawal, but pro-
jected he would have most 
American forces home by 2013; 
use American troops to con-
tain violence and allow politi-
cal headway; supported troop 
increase; invasion of Iraq: voted 
yes in 2002, still supportive.
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Eggdrop Ramen Noodles

Being college students, everyone is 
familiar with Ramen noodles.  Here’s 
a little twist to help you escape the 
mundane.

Questions or

 comments? 

Please write 

Steve-o at 
 scgrant@gmail.com

2 eggs 
1 package of Ramen noodles 
Water

Optional: 
1/4 cup of onion 
1/4 cup of celery 
1/4 cup of green pepper

Place optional ingredients, noodles and Ramen seasoning in bowl and add hot water to completely cover 
noodles. 

Microwave on high for 3 minutes. 

CAUTION: the bowl will be very hot. 

Scramble the eggs in a bowl, then pour into hot Ramen mixture. 

Stir completely, and microwave for 1 minute. 

After finished, let sit for a couple minutes because the bowl will be incredibly hot. 

Quest 2009 
Spring Break 
Missions Trip

- Apply to lead a mis-
sion trip

- Applications now 
available in Campus 

Ministry office

- Applications due Fri-
day, October 31

Geneva 
Students 
getting 
connected 
to local 
community
Kaylyn Brice/Staff Writer

Students in Service, or SIS, is 
a great way to help out in the 
community. There are many 
different branches of SIS and it 
is a great opportunity for stu-
dents to become involved in 
ministry.

“Students in Service have four 
major services that we pro-
vide -- tutoring, ocial action, 
senior ministries and building 
and construction,” explained 
Bridgette Hinzman of Student 
Development. “Each branch  
of SIS works independently, 
but each team coordinator is 
encouraged to support and 
encourage each other,” she 
said.

The tutoring program is part-
nered with Tiger Pause Youth 
Ministries. For the past twenty 
years, Geneva students have 
volunteered their time to tu-
tor in the Beaver Falls com-
munity. Currently there are 
three locations in Beaver Falls. 
“The purpose of this program 
is to share the love of Christ,” 
Hinzman said, “while provid-
ing children with a solid aca-
demic foundation for life.”

Social action is intended to 
spread awareness about the 
needs in the surrounding 
community. Some of the ac-
tivities SIS Social Action are in-
volved with include working 
in local soup kitchens, volu-
inteering with the Salvation 
Army, fundraising for local or-
ganizations, including the-
Make a Wish Foundation, and 
restoring local parks.

Thirdly, senior ministries is de-
signed for students to spend 
time visiting and sharing God’s 
love with the elderly. Geneva 
students participate in regu-
larly scheduled arts and crafts 
programs in a nearby senior 
care center.

Lastly, building and construc-
tion is a program that works 
with the Beaver County chap-
ter of Habitat for Humanity 
(along with other local organi-
zations) to provide housing for 
those in need. Students are in-
volved in everything from de-
molition to finishing touches. 
“Geneva students have had 
the opportunity to show the 
love of Christ through the hard 
work associated with building 
and renovating homes with-
in their local community,” said 
Hinzman.

If helping out the local Beaver 
County community and SIS 
sounds interesting, contact 
Bridgette Hinzman and the 
SIS crew for more information 
on how to become connected 
in the community.

Dining plan 
to reduce 
16.2 tons of 
waste
Sean Singer/Staff Writer

New leadership brings 
change. Since the Director 
of Food Service baton has 
been passed to Clayton 
Cappellanti, some chang-
es have been made in the 
dining hall and in the Brig,  
with others still in the 
works.

Cappellanti proclaimed 
that Food Services is work-
ing with Student Govern-
ment to approve the re-
placement of Styrofoam 
cups in the Brig with reus-
able mugs, in order to cut 
down on waste (6,000 Sty-
rofoam cups per week). A 
recycling program is also 
a hopeful possibility down 
the road.

Perhaps the most notable 
of the possible impending 
modifications is trayless 
dining.

The prospect of quitting 
trays cold turkey may spark 
negative implications in 
the minds of the student 
body, but students are en-
couraged to weigh both 
sides of the argument.

“Change doesn’t come 

easily,” Cappellanti re-
marked about the possible 
transition to trayless din-
ing. “I know there would 
be some resistance to the 
change, but I think if peo-
ple had a better idea as to 
how much gets wasted, 
they might be a bit more 
open to listening to why 
we want to do this.”

So why do they want to do 
this? Well, the idea is that 
using a tray tends to make 
a student a bit more cav-
alier about taking much 
more food than he or she 
is going to eat, in order to 
keep from making anoth-
er trip. Without a tray, stu-
dents would have to take 
less at first, thus reducing 
the biting-off-more-than-
you-can-chew factor.

An experiment was con-
ducted at Alex’s last Fri-
day, Oct. 24, to test out the 
first half of this theory. Ac-
cording to Cappellanti, it 
was “a below-average par-
ticipation day,” with about 
450 students, compared 
to an average of 550 for 
that particular meal slot. 
In the dish room were pre-
weighed buckets. “Any-
thing that came back that 
was on a tray, that didn’t 
get dumped prior to com-
ing back, we put in the 
buckets,” explained Cap-

pellanti.

At the end of the meal, 
they weighed their loot. 
Cappellanti said, “Minus 
the weight of the buck-
ets, and not including 
beverages, the weight of 
the food that came back 
was 125 pounds.” That’s in 
one meal. That’s 375 lbs a 
day—2625 lbs of wasted 
food per week.

In order to be realis-
tic about the turnout for 
breakfast and other fac-
tors, the number crunch-
ers knocked off 425 lbs 
per week, lowering the 
number to 2200, coming 
to about 16.2 tons of food 
in a semester. Cappellan-
ti also stressed the point 
that “This doesn’t include 
the Brig, and it doesn’t in-
clude any of our paper 
products. Trayless dining 
would cut down on that, 
and we’d also be putting 
less back into the system, 
as far as chemicals go, be-
cause we’d be washing 
less.”

“The toughest thing initial-
ly would be getting peo-
ple used to taking multi-
ple trips for food. People 
are creatures of habit, but 
as stewards, and for the 
environment’s sake, we 
have other things to con-
sider,” Cappellanti said.
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Opinion/Editorial
Hope for a 
change
Deborah Alexander/Staff 
writer

This past Monday the 28th I 
had the opportunity to stand 
outside in 50ºF weather, 
caught outside for one hour, 
inching my way towards a 
door. I started at the top of hill 
and worked my way down to 
the bottom, only to start my 
way up another hill, in hopes 
of getting closer to the door. 
Finally, I saw the door only 
to realize that I had to enter 
a maze in order to reach it. I 
succeeded in reaching the 
finish point of the maze and 
was faced with the now infa-
mous door and the warmth 
emanating from inside. The 
proverbial door I am describ-
ing is the door that leads into 
Mellon Arena that overlooks 
downtown Pittsburgh. 

The reason I waited in the 
line for an hour after the door 
had been open was inside 
there was the promise of see-
ing the Democratic presiden-
tial candidate Barack Obama.  
My wait in line was not all in 
vain. I did get the chance to 
meet some very nice people 
like Gil, a Vietnam War veter-
an. I also met little Tommy, es-
corted by his dad and, when 
asked who he was there to 
see, said “Bearrack Obama.”

Volunteers walked around 
the block that Mellon Arena 
sits on, uttering the rules and 
regulations for entering the 
arena to the crowd. One vol-
unteer stood out to me. Al-
though he was from Chicago, 
Illinois, he had a vast knowl-
edge of the volunteer cen-
ters within Pittsburgh, telling 
people where to go to work. 

All of this shows how much 
Senator Obama’s campaign 
has been a grassroots ef-
fort, now days within of see-
ing how their labor and ef-
fort will turn out. I had now 
arrived at the door, inside the 
arena, and set about to find a 
place to sit down. The seats, 
although away from the po-
dium, were still good. 

A little after 5:00 p.m., Sen-
ator Bob Casey and Gov. Ed 
Rendell came out to greet the 
crowd. They were soon joined 
on stage, but not by Obama. 
Instead, Dan Rooney, own-
er of the Pittsburgh Steelers, 
came on stage and led the 
crowd in Steelers slogans. 
He introduced Obama in the 
way only Western Pennsylva-
nia could.

Finally, Obama, the man of 
the hour, came to the podi-
um and the pandemonium 
erupted across the packed 
arena. I, too, screamed like 
I had lost my mind. Sena-
tor Obama gave the same 
speech I heard him give in 
Canton, Ohio (on television). 
Even with the same speech, I 
was overwhelmed with how 
patriotic I felt. From the sing-
ing of the National Anthem 
at the opening of the rally, to 
the Pledge of Allegiance or 
to looking at one of the can-
didates on stage, I was taken 
over with feeling. 

Watching Senator Obama 
as he spoke reminded me 
of all the videos and clips I 
had seen of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. speaking. I at-
tended the church, Mason 
Temple COGIC in Tennessee, 
that Dr. King gave his “Moun-
tain Top” speech and I still 
could feel his presence in 
that church. That was how I 
felt in the arena -- like there 
was a presence hovering 
over us, watching something 
great take place. When it was 
over, there chatter, but many 
were silent. I think we all felt 
a sense of awe at how much 
of Dr. King’s dream had been 
realized. 

Dr. King would have been 
proud to see both white and 
black candidates, side by 
side, putting forth their ar-
guments for the Presiden-
cy. We have come a long way 
in America, and we still have 
along way to go, but I will 
never forget the day I was a 
part of history, champion-
ing one of the men who will 
hopefully bring change to 
Washington.

Getting to 
know John 
McCain
Carolyn Bolton/Features 
editor 

At first glance, the title may 
be misleading. After all, I 
didn’t have a formal audi-
ence with McCain, nor did 
I get the chance to shake 
his hand last month dur-
ing the Naval Academy’s 
“Great ‘58” reunion. In fact, 
I only saw McCain for a few 
seconds before Secret Ser-
vice men persuaded the 
presidential candidate to 
exit a poorly secured re-
union luncheon. However, 
in visiting the Naval Acad-
emy (NA) the weekend of 
September 14, and, in fa-
miliarizing myself with Mc-
Cain’s alma mater and the 
type of people it churns 
out, I came to a better un-
derstanding of John Mc-
Cain himself. 

In visiting that weekend, I 
heard stories of a man who 
liked to party, who received 
a plethora of demerits and 
who struggled to maintain 
the level of academic ex-
cellence achieved by many 
of his peers. Furthermore, 
there were rumors of infi-
delity and heartbreak after 
the “Maverick”’s first wife 
left her husband—also a 
member of the NA class 
of ’58—for McCain. In Mc-
Cain, I saw a man who has 
grappled with the same 
human excesses as the 
best of us—and who likely 
struggles with those same 
excesses today. 

Despite what many per-
ceive as McCain’s shortcom-
ings, throngs of “Great ‘58” 
graduates stood with Mc-
Cain-Palin buttons proudly 
pinned to their lapels, pa-
tiently waiting to catch a 
glimpse of their comrade. 
The classes’ sense of soli-
darity was overwhelming 
and wasn’t limited to the 
class of ’58, but held by the 

Academy at large. 

During a class banquet, I 
listened as two midship-
men shared their person-
al experiences, challeng-
es and triumphs from their 
first two years at the acad-
emy. Through their stories, 
I discovered institutional 
themes of endurance and 
determination — charac-
teristics indicated by the 
many memorials scattered 
across the campus.  Hang-
ing in the Academy’s Ban-
croft Hall is a flag with the 
words “Don’t Give Up the 
Ship.” Below the phrase is 
a large placard dedicated 
to the many sailors who 
have perished in the line of 
duty. 

At the reunion, I learned 
that McCain is not the ide-
al candidate, nor am I en-
tirely persuaded of his re-
ligious conviction (in fact, 
McCain has always been 
wary when speaking about 
his faith, and his history 
with religious leaders has 
been a rocky one). Rather, 
I discovered that there are 
indisputable virtues that 
each NA graduate possess-
es to some degree, includ-
ing John McCain.

When considering who to 
support politically, St. Au-
gustine encouraged that 
one evaluate candidates 
based on their level of 
commitment to the four 
cardinal virtues: prudence, 
temperance, fortitude and 
justice.  

Though McCain has not al-
ways evidenced these char-
acteristics, he has come a 
long way since his days at 
the Naval Academy. Fur-
thermore, his days at the 
Academy and his service 
in the United States mili-
tary, compounded with his 
thoughtful deliberation of 
the issues, equip him with 
an unparalleled wisdom 
that only serves to further 
qualify him for the office 
of President of the United 
States. 

A series of 
unfortunate 
events
Steve-o Grant/Layout Editor

There’s been a growing 
trend here at Geneva dur-
ing my four  years here: ap-
athy. How many students 
have walked by a piece of 
trash on the ground? Just 
think about it. It would 
take two seconds to pick it 
up, and I can almost guar-
antee wherever you’re 
walking there’s a trash can 
there. Take it back a step 
further. Why are you peo-
ple just throwing your 
trash on the ground? Se-
riously? As we previously 
determined, there isn’t a 
shortage of trash cans on 
campus, so you have no 
excuse for dropping your 
stuff all over the floor. Let’s 
even go one step back: why 
are we consuming so much 
trash? There’s a nice post-
er in Skye that will help ex-
plain this to you. I got an 
idea: go get a travel mug, 
I’m sure you already have 
10, and bring that into the 
Brig instead of getting a 
Styrofoam cup. It’s just a 
novel concept, and I’m sure 
no one would mind. 

This brings up my next 
point. Do you have any 
idea how many people are 
skipping meals? Think out-
side of the Geneva bub-
ble to the world around 
us. How many swipes do 
you have left on your card? 
Do some good. Buy a cou-
ple meals from the Brig 
and go give them to some-
one downtown who needs 
them. I dare you to work 
with your church and orga-
nize a trip for a couple peo-
ple to come to Alex’s and 
you swipe for them. What 
do you have to lose? Meal 
swipes? Or perhaps you’re 
worried about breaking 
the new campus phenom-
enon: apathy. 
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for your safety and convenience by Evan Banks

Knowledge for 
FREE!
Rob Beaver/Staff Writer

So, listen up friends! Who 
would have guessed that the 
$27,850 we’re spending a year 
at Geneva could be used for 
something other than real-
ly  expensive job training? 
What if all that money could 
be used for something excit-
ing . . . perhaps something as 
novel as learning about sub-
jects you’re passionate about 
outside your major! What if, for 
$27,850 a year, we could actual-
ly have the doors of our minds 
opened wider than we’ve ever 
dreamed? 

Auditing classes is one of the 
most undervalued and unde-
rused perks of a high-priced 
college education. Auditing 
classes is a process that we’re 
all eligible for, too; all that is 
required to do is talk to reg-
istrar’s office, get their, or the 
professor’s approval and then 
sign up for a class as an audit 
instead of a regular ‘for-credit’ 
course. With these three easy 
steps any of us can be on our 
way to free knowledge. 

And you know what the most 
difficult thing is about an au-
dited class? Making sure you’re 

there on time. Audited classes 
don’t require the heavy work-
load of other courses because 
you are free from all assign-
ment requirements: no pa-
pers, homework, tests or de-
bates for the select auditing 
few. In fact, all you have to do is 
sit and absorb the knowledge 
floating around this place.

But, I understand that the 
process isn’t as simple as I’m 
making it. The most burden-
some part of auditing classes 
is that typically, students are 
too overwhelmed with their 
own courses of study to actu-
ally find time to enjoy learn-
ing. Pounded with homework, 
reading and discussions, stu-
dents struggle to find social 
time, let alone extra time, to 
take more courses. 

And yet, we have a privilege 
unlike millions of other Amer-
icans; we have a four-year op-
portunity to study and ac-
quire a wealth of information 
about everything from terror-
ism to learning disabilities. As 
students in contemporary so-
ciety, we can engage in real 
academic discussions that tie 
together knowledge from ev-
ery discipline to develop what 
a valuable liberal arts educa-
tion should look like. 

I encourage you to take a quick 

glance at some of the classes 
offered this coming semester: 

Church Renewal, Entrepre-
neurship, Video Production, 
Play Directing, PR Publica-
tions, Cinema, Faith and Lit-
erature, a Flannery O’Conner 
Seminar, the Crusades, a book 
discussion on Harry Potter and 
the Half-Blood Prince or The 
Shack, World and Pop Music 
and a number of music classes 
teaching you everything from 
percussion and brass to guitar 
and piano. 

And these aren’t even half of 
the interesting classes that Ge-
neva offers next semester! 

However you look at it, college 
serves as an extended form of 
job training for many students, 
rather than an educational en-
deavor. I think it’s time we took 
back the educational heritage 
our forefathers established 
for us and claim the knowl-
edge that is waiting just on our 
doorstep. And who knows you 
just might find the adventure 
you’re looking for. 

”It’s a dangerous business go-
ing out your front door. You 
step out onto the road and 
if you don’t keep your feet, 
there’s no telling where you 
might be swept off to.”

From the 
Editor:
Toni Marshall/Editor-in-Chief

It is amazing how often I 
check the time. Most often 
it is just to know. Some-
times that desire of knowl-
edge is in anticipation, 
anxiety or boredom. A 
friend of mine just recent-
ly told me of a challenge 
his pastor presented the 
church: to pray each time 
you look at the time. You 
can pray for others, you 
can pray for forgiveness, 
or you can pray for your-
self. The pastor suggested 
a prayer of forgiveness to 
remind us not to worry so 
much and trust in Him. Be-
cause this may not be the 
case each time I look at my 
cell phone, I decided to use 
that time to tell God “thank 
you” for that specific min-
ute. It has served as a re-
minder to remain joyous 
and be grateful, even for 
the small things.

For some reason, God has 
placed me at this school, in 
this major, in this group of 
friends and in this position 
as editor. He has placed 
me here, and although 
sometimes I don’t want 

the things He gives me, He 
gives them to me. I know 
that God has given me His 
grace, His love, His joy and 
His peace. And for that, I 
am grateful. I know that of-
ten my actions fail to prove 
my gratefulness, but I try 
to remember to be thank-
ful not only for the things 
God has given me, but also 
for God’s existence in gen-
eral.  God loves us not mat-
ter how unworthy we are. 
We cannot earn His love. 
He freely gives it to us. Phil 
Wickham wrote it best in 
the song “Cannons,” say-
ing, “I’m so unworthy, but 
still You love me. Forever 
my heart will sing of how 
great You are.” We should 
be so grateful.

We are called to be thank-
ful, but it seems as though 
it is one of the most diffi-
cult things to remember to 
do. In all our time spent at 
Geneva, it is easy to find 
the flaws; it is more difficult 
to thank God for it. There is 
so much we can complain 
about. What about those 
who have none? What 
about those who aren’t 
free as we are? We should 
be thankful for the oppor-
tunity to attend a Chris-
tian school, a place where 
we can freely worship our 
Father. It is a place where 
our professors share our 
beliefs and we can be in 
fellowship with them and 
our peers. We forget to be 
thankful for the hard work-
ing people who keep Ge-
neva going. We forget to 
thank God for the opportu-
nity to know Him, especial-
ly intimately, at all. What a 
wonderful gift He has giv-
en us.

And, just in writing this, 
I checked for the time at 
least 20 times. And with 
each time, I said thank 
you. Sometimes I thanked 
Him for big things. Some-
times I thanked Him for the 
minute my Lord God and 
Savior has given me.  Ei-
ther way, in just the short 
time I have been in the 
practice of praying each 
time I check my watch, I 
have been grounded even 
deeper in Christ. What will 
you do when you check the 
time?
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Recycling 
renews
Abbi Gregg/Staff Writer

How can a Geneva student 
save the earth, feel good about 
himself or herself and make the 
school money in the process? 
By recycling, of course! The 
catch? “We just need everyone 
to cooperate,” said Marjory To-
bias, professor of biology and 
faculty advisor of the Creation 
Stewardship Club. 

There are a few basic facts to 
understand about recycling on 
campus that are probably un-
known to most of the student 
population. First of all, many of 
the dumpsters for recycling lo-
cated across campus are col-
or-coded. The ones for paper 
are green and yellow and do 
not take cardboard. The ones 
for commingled, or mixed, re-
cycling are lime green and or-
ange, each carrying labels stat-
ing what can go in them.  These 
dumpsters take cardboard, 
plastic containers, aluminum, 
metal cans and glass, all items 
that are just as important to re-
cycle as paper.

Another largely unknown fact 
about recycling on campus 
is that it actually saves Gene-
va money, and, in some cas-
es, makes the campus mon-
ey. “The more we recycle the 
more money the college gets,” 
Tobias stated. Geneva has to 
pay for garbage removal, so 
the less recyclable items that 
are thrown away, the less trash 
that has to be removed.

Even with a large number of 
recycling bins on campus, stu-
dents face problems in their 
quest to recycle. Many times, 
trash appears in the recycling 
only-dumpsters, therefore 
making the whole dumpster 
useless and unable to be prop-
erly processed. The paper has 
to be sent to the landfill. “Just a 
few people throwing trash into 
recycling containers ruins ev-
eryone else’s effort,” said Tobi-
as.  “People need to read the la-
bels.” 

There is also a strange dearth 
of recycling containers in some 
of Geneva’s buildings. Alexan-
der Dining Hall has no recy-
cling containers, though it is a 
main source of newspapers for 
many students. Methany Field-
house has also been known to 
lose its containers mysterious-
ly, though recently the field 
house has acquired several 
new official recycling contain-
ers.

However, the situation is not 
hopeless. The Creation Stew-
ardship Club has a few solu-
tions.  To keep people from 
throwing trash into recy-

cling containers, the contain-
ers could have lids with slits. 
They could also be as accessi-
ble as the garbage dumpsters. 
It would prevent people from 
being lazy and throwing recy-
clables in the trash or throw-
ing trash in recycle. The signs 
on the recycling dumpsters 
should also be far more notice-
able than they are currently. 
People simply ignore the signs 
there now, perhaps because 

they don’t see them.

Another solution is to have eas-
ily accessible recycling bins in 
every dorm and office building.  
Students and staff are encour-
aged to recycle on their own, 
filling a cardboard box with 
anything they use that can be 
recycled and not thrown away 
wastefully

Creation Stewardship Club is 
open to new ideas and conver-
sation about the topic. If any-
one is interesting in helping 
with the recycling effort in this 
way, students should contact 
Marjory Tobias or the officers: 
Matt Cesare, Sarah Costia and 
Rob Leiphart. The club hopes 
to have a place in the near fu-
ture where people can just 
pick up a recycling box when 
needed.

The club hopes that students 
at Geneva will realize the im-
pact that recycling and other 
environmentally-conscious ac-
tions can have. “As God’s chil-
dren we should care about the 
world he created, use our re-
sources wisely, and recycling 
is part of doing this and honor-
ing God,” said Tobias.

In Your    
Opinion
What do you think about 

being text messaged by the 
GC Alert system?

“I think it’s good that 
Geneva is balancing with 
the fact that everyone 
is carrying around a cell 
phone--it keeps every-
one up-to-date.”

Stephen Bauthier 
Sr. Psychology

“I personally don’t get 
them yet but I think it 
would work well if alerts 
came out in a timely 
manner. All I’ve heard so 
far is about alerts coming 
out after the fact.”

Alex Schenk 
Fr. Youth Ministry

Got a thumb you want to submit? E-mail it to cabinet.editor@gmail.com

“I think it’s good because 
not everyone checks 
their e-mail.”

Joel Dille 
Jr. Mech. Engineering

Student life

. . . to chapel. We’re thankful for students 
who are willing to share.

. . . to November 1st. It’s the best day to 
buy candy and we will use that to our 
benefit. 

. . . to Pioneer going green. Environmen-
tal friendliness and extra profit never 
came together so easily.

. . . to the mud paths bordering the great 
fence. Grove City doesn’t have these 
problems. 

. . . to online web registration. Good 
thing a lot of people don’t use iMacros 
for Firefox . . . 

. . . to the people that wear shorts when it 
is snowing. You are solely responsible for 
the rise of health care costs. 

Thumbs up, thumbs down

“I’ll probably get them 
since every three days or 
so there seems to be a 
warning on campus . . . 
just seems like the smart 
thing to do.”

Cristina Kruk 
Fr. Human Resources

Rima Warren/The Cabinet


