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watch. respond.

THIS MIGHT HURT A LlTTL

SiCKO

Michael Moore
Director

One of my college
professors, Quenti
Schultze, made a
great point about
documentaries:
documentaries arq
about the story-
teller more than
they are about the
topic of the story
they are telling.
Unlike other films,
which have a di-
rector telling a
story that is often written by someone else and has
the added freedom of fiction, a documentary is a
vehicle for collecting and editing real footage to cref
ate a story. The best of these tell a coherent narrat
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MICHAEL MOORE

GET WELL SOON.

This may seem like an inherent critique of documer
taries. It is not. In fact, it makes the viewer more
aware of what is going on, recognizing the biases
that are unavoidable and hopefully listening and
learning anyway. That means tf&itkois about Mi-

chael Moore, as are his other films. He has ideas anhd

views that he wants to turn into stories, hopefully to
change minds and behaviors in light of the informa
tion and narrative he provides. This sounds like

propaganda but is in fact the role of journalism in a

democratic society. Guess what? Journalism requifes

an audience of critical thinkers, which is one of the
main problems with mass media at the monidnt
often assumes that the audience is not thinking crit
cally.

of the best

Some parts

to other countries like Canada, England, France and

Cuba, which give some contrast to the US system
even ifit is a small glance at a large picture. The ke
to the film though comes about twhirds in when
Moore asks the Ameri can
If part of the answer to this question is how we treat
one another in a political system that includes how
we should take care of the sick, then we need to s€
ously consider what we are doing. If nothing else,
this film should help Americans ask the questions:
Where did our current health care system come
from? And how and why does it work the way that i
does? These questions are important; not because
can then place the blame for anything that we think
is wrong with the system, but rather that the answef
provide guidance for being an engaged citizen and
taking up the power to change it.

At times | find Moore to be patronizing of the every:-
day American that he is trying to represent in his
films. But overall, | think Moore asks some really
good questions that could provide the audience wit
some interesting things to consider and act upon.

-Greg Veltman
[Full Disclosure: | currently have no health insurance, and
lived in Canada from age 5-18.]
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Be a part of the conversation. Ask us how.
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