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MAE 
Singularity 
 

Two years have passed since 

Mae has graced us with the 

presence of a new album. The 

August release of Singularity 

should give Mae fans a reason 

to be excited. 
 

For past fans this album por-

trays much of the same sound 

that Dave Elkins and the guys 

have given us in the past. Though in some tracks, the lighter pop 

alternative sound is few and far between. Sharper chords and 

rougher rhythms give them a slightly darker sound, but nothing 

too drastic as to steer long-time Mae fans away. 
 

Their first single, ñSometimes I Canôt Make It Alone,ò is one of 

these particular songs, and deals with the fear of singularity as a 

theme. The chorus exemplifies this: ñI was always floating 
around/Head in the clouds/Thinking I could make it on my own/

Falling down as my back hit the ground.ò   
 

Other songs that contain the newer, rough sound include ñSic 

Semper Tyrannisò and ñTelescopes.ò Those who are looking for 

the old similar Mae sound should check out songs like ñOn 

Top,ò ñReflectionò and ñRelease Me,ò which highlights Rob 

Sweitzerôs talent on the keyboard. 
 

Mae's typical harmonies, beats and sound are still intact, and 

will leave fans pleased with the new songs. I would say that this 

album brings a new sound in some ways, but Mae makes it relat-

able enough so that everyone will be happy. The album as a 

whole is put together well and talks a lot about the theme of 

singularity and how it affects us both as individuals and as crea-

tures of need.  

-amy gardner 

BUFFALO TOM 
Three Easy Pieces 
 

Where have all of the 

good rock records 

gone? In a sea of 

dance pop, sweater 

rap, country-lite and 
effeminate sorta-folk, 

it feels like it's getting 

increasingly hard to fish out a fun rock and roll 

album from all of the new releases. Straight-ahead 

rock music has been making a comeback of sorts, 

but Buffalo Tom's Three Easy Pieces can be used 

as an audio textbook for how to do it right.  
 

Their first release in nearly a decade, the Boston 

trio's seventh long-player illustrates that big 

changes are sometimes overrated. Their music still 

sounds like punk through the eyes of the E Street 

Band, their lyrics are still wistfully easy. But the 

band--vocalist/guitarist Bill Janovitz, vocalist/
bassist Chris Colbourn and drummer Tom 

Maginnis--sound more comfortable together, and 

the quality of the music reflects this. Unlike the 

recent wave of questionable reunions, Buffalo 

Tom took a break from their 9 to 5 jobs because 

they enjoy playing together. 
 

Three Easy Pieces isn't groundbreaking or even 

'album of the year' material, but it's the most con-

sistently enjoyable thing I've heard this year. It's an 

album of all above average songs filled with stand-

out moments: Janovitz's raspy, soaring tenor 

punches through the chorus of "September Shirt" 

in just the right spots; the unexpected Celtic tinge 

that "Gravity" takes; Colbourn's lovably happy 
"Renovating;" and on and on.  
 

Buffalo Tom may have inadvertently spawned the 
legion of alt.rock clones during the '90s, but this is 

no nostalgia act--Three Easy Pieces is the band 

doing what they do best. And that's making loud, 

intelligent rock music. 

-jason panella  

CLICKING FOR THE COMMON GOOD 
 

Every morning an automated e-mail from www.thehungersite.com appears in my inbox. I originally 

heard about this site in high school, but for the last two years I have been attempting to visit it daily and 

click for the common good. The Hunger Site is an online activism site that sells advertising space-- "the 

money from these advertisers goes to our charity partners, who fund programs to provide food to the hungry." Visitors are al-
lowed to click once a day; the advertisers then donate money per click. Visitors are encouraged to buy products of the sponsor-

ing companies, though this is not a requirement.  
 

This site links to other similar sites that raise money for breast cancer research, child health around the world and literacy 

among others. I recommend signing up and clicking; it's a daily reminder that our life is good, and that we often take things for 

granted. Will it single-handedly save the world? Probably not, but it might begin the process of change our habits, thoughts 

and prayers toward doing good in the world. It is a way for us to get a glimpse of how heaven is being brought down to earth, 

one mouse click at a time, one person at a time, one small action a day. It has the potential to change us, give us hope, and 

through us God transforms the world.  

-greg p. veltman 

LOVEDRUG 
with special guests Reces-
sion and twelve.o.one. 
 

Friday, September 28, 2007 
(Homecoming Eve) in the 
John H. White Chapel in Old 
Main. The show will kick off 
at around seven thirty pm. 
 

Tickets are only three bucks with a valid student id and still 
only six bucks without one. Tickets are available at the door 
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chance to hear great music at a crazy cheap price. 
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as well as get the chance to comment and di-
rect links to music or other reviews. 
 

And join the culture. ish. facebook group to get 
updates on culture. ish. events and ideas. 
 

Join the conversation. 

www.culture-ish.com 
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