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Geneva College (Shanghai) Curriculum  
 

The Geneva College (Shanghai) curriculum is designed to help students in China prepare to successfully 

enter the US higher education system after one academic year plus one summer of coursework in 

Shanghai, China.   

This dynamic academic, innovative, practical, and high-quality program will assist students in making a 

smooth transition from secondary schools in China to the higher education environment in the United 

States.  The curriculum focuses on English language preparation, American cultural knowledge, 

developing strong academic skills, and diploma curriculum.  Upon successful completion of the 

curriculum, the student will be guaranteed admission to Geneva College or one of its affiliates without 

the need for TOEFL or SAT scores. 

Note: New Channel International Education Group, Geneva’s partner in China, will accept students who 

have graduated from high school and/or finished the high school curriculum and will be graduated by the 

end of the Program and who have a TOEFL iBT 60 or its equivalent. 

Semester Model + Summer Semester (30-33 credits)    
The fall and spring semesters are offered in China and are each 15 weeks in duration.  The summer 

session occurs in the US and is 10 weeks in duration. 

Fall Semester (9-10 credits) 

Academic Oral Communication I (0) This course focuses on the development of listening and speaking 

skills in an academic setting. Classroom emphasis is placed on video lectures, note-taking, discussions, 

and presentation on academic topics.  

Academic Writing I (0) This course focuses on the development of a clear, natural, and effective written 

communication in English. Awareness is placed on style, levels of usage, and the difference between 

written and spoken language. The class provides students with vocabulary enrichment through readings 

and compositions. 

Academic Reading I (0) This course focuses on the development of strategies for academic reading, 

speed, and overall comprehension of authentic material. The class provides students with vocabulary 

enrichment through readings and compositions. 

HIS 151: American History & Culture I (3) Part I of this two-part course centers on a study of important 

events and eras in the history of the United States that have shaped the American people and the way 

that they view the world today.  The main focus of the course is on the discovery of America, the 

American Revolution, the formation of the United States’ Constitution, industrialization, the Civil War, 

and Reconstruction. 

POL 151: American Government (3) This course explores the structure and operation of the national 

political institutions of the United States.  
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Students Will Choose One of the Following Courses (3-4 credits): 

MAT 101: College Algebra (3) A rigorous review of Algebra I and II with some geometry.  

MAT 161: Calculus I (4) Limits, differentiation, related rates, analytic geometry, max/min problems, 

basic integration, area, volume of revolution, and applications are the focus of this course. 

PHY 100: Introductory Physics (3) An Introduction to the principles of physics; algebra-based and with 

no laboratory. Topics include mechanics of motion, force, energy, thermodynamics, fluids, wave 

phenomena, light, and sound. Prerequisite is math proficiency in algebra and basic trigonometry. 

Spring Semester (9-10 credits) 

Academic Oral Communication II (0) This course focuses on the development of listening and speaking 

skills in an academic setting. Classroom emphasis is placed on video lectures, note-taking, discussions, 

and presentation on academic topics.  

Academic Writing II (0) This course focuses on the development of a clear, natural, and effective written 

communication in English. Awareness is placed on style, levels of usage, and the difference between 

written and spoken language. The class provides students with vocabulary enrichment through readings 

and compositions. 

Academic Reading II (0) This course focuses on the development of strategies for academic reading, 

speed, and overall comprehension of authentic material. The class provides students with vocabulary 

enrichment through readings and compositions. 

HIS 152: American History & Culture II (3) Part II of this two-part course centers on an investigation of 

important events and eras in the history of the United States that have shaped the American people and 

the way that they view the world today.  The course focuses particularly on westward expansion, the 

Spanish-American-Cuban-Filipino War, industrialization, World War I, the Great Depression, World War 

II, the Cold War, and September 11, 2001.  The course concludes with a geographical and socio-

economic overview of the USA today. 

ENG 101: English Composition (3) This course explores the fundamentals of expository writing. It offers 

practice in reading, interpreting, and responding to texts.  

Students will choose one of the following courses (3-4 credits): 

MAT 105: Elementary Statistical Methods (3) Introduction to data collection, descriptive statistics, basic 

concepts of probability, inferential methods, hypothesis testing, correlation, and regression.  

MAT 162: Calculus II (4) Exponential and logarithmic functions, inverse trig functions, L’Hopital’s rule, 

techniques of integration, infinite series, series expansions, and polar coordinates.  Prerequisite: 

Calculus I. 
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PHY 100: Introductory Physics (3) An Introduction to the principles of physics; algebra-based and with 

no laboratory. Topics include mechanics of motion, force, energy, thermodynamics, fluids, wave 

phenomena, light, and sound. Prerequisite is math proficiency in algebra and basic trigonometry. 

Summer Session: Foundation Courses for All Students (6 credits) 

XCX 200: Exploring America (1) This course builds on the American History & Culture and the American 

Government courses in order to apply what the student has learned.  Through visits to historic sites, 

museums, and monuments in Washington, D.C. and the state of Pennsylvania, as well as interactions 

with Americans themselves, students will gain new perspectives into what Americans think and why 

Americans think as they do.  The course explores areas such as education, politics, religion, work life, 

economics, business, gender, the family, and popular culture references. Formal written and oral 

reflections are required.  

COM 101: Principles of Communication (3) A preliminary inquiry into the fundamental areas of study in 

the communication discipline including interpersonal, group, and public speech is the focus of this 

course. Emphasis is placed on the development of sensitivity and competency in the various settings of 

oral communication. 

SSC 150: Higher Education in America (2) The purpose of this course is to help Chinese students make a 

successful transition into the American university educational system.  Students will learn about 

American professors’ expectations, academic responsibilities, residential life, extracurricular activities, 

fitness, etiquette, higher education attitudes and values, study skills, and life skills.  The course will often 

employ role-playing scenarios to help students practice responding to common situations that they will 

encounter. 

There are two tracks in the Summer Session: All students will enroll in the Foundation Courses and then 

choose one of the following tracks: 

 STEM Track (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics)  

 Business & Social Science Track 

Summer Session: STEM Track (6-7 credits); students choose two of the following courses: 

CSC 101: Structured Programming (3) In this course, basic concepts in structured programming 

including data types, selection, iteration, methods, arrays, strings, files, and graphical user interfaces are 

explored. 

CHM 111: General College Chemistry (4) This course begins with atomic theory and bonding and 

continues through simple chemical reactions, the periodic table and forms of matter. The student will 

develop the skills to perform general chemical calculations. Laboratory experiments will include physical 

properties, synthesis, kinetics, and identifying unknowns.  

PSY 201: Introduction to Psychology (3) Problems, principles, and methods to serve as a part of a liberal 

education and as preparation for more advanced work in psychology, or for professional study: 
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development, motivation, emotion, learning, intelligence, personality, and abnormal behavior are the 

focus of this course.  

ECO 211: Micro Economics (3) This course examines consumption and production at the household, firm 

and industry level; explains methods of economic analysis and price formulation; and examines the 

various market structures and behavior of pure competition, monopoly, oligopoly, and monopolistic 

consumption.  

Summer Session: Business & Social Sciences Track (6 credits) 

PSY 201: Introduction to Psychology (3) Problems, principles, and methods to serve as a part of a liberal 

education and as preparation for more advanced work in psychology, or for professional study: 

development, motivation, emotion, learning, intelligence, personality, and abnormal behavior are the 

focus of this course.  

ECO 211: Micro Economics (3) This course examines consumption and production at the household, firm 

and industry level; explains methods of economic analysis and price formulation; and examines the 

various market structures and behavior of pure competition, monopoly, oligopoly, and monopolistic 

consumption.  

Summary of Proposal 

Term Track Credits 

Fall Foundation Courses 6 

 Math or Science Course 3-4 

   

Spring Foundation Courses 6 

 Math or Science Course 3-4 

   

Summer Foundation Courses 6 

 STEM Track 6-7 

 Business & Social Sciences Track 6 

   

Program Total  30-33 

Continued on next page  
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Course Credit Hours for STEM 
Credit Hours for Business and 

Social Sciences 

Fall Semester   

Academic Oral Communication I 0 0 

Academic Writing I 0 0 

Academic Reading I 0 0 

American History & Culture I 3 3 

American Government 3 3 

College Algebra (3), Calculus I (4), 
Introductory Physics (3) 

3-4 3-4 

Fall Semester Total 9-10 9-10 

   

Spring Semester   

Academic Oral Communication II 0 0 

Academic Writing II 0 0 

Academic Reading II 0 0 

American History & Culture II 3 3 

English Composition 3 3 

Elementary Statistical Methods (3), 
Calculus II (4), Introductory Physics 
(3) 

3-4 3-4 

Spring Semester Total 9-10 9-10 

   

Summer Session   

Exploring America 1 1 

Principles of Communication 3 3 

Higher Education in America 2 2 

 STEM Choose Two:  

General College Chemistry  4 ----- 

Structured Programming  3 ----- 

Micro Economics  3 3 

Introduction to Psychology  3 3 

Summer Session Total 12-13 12 

   

Program Total 30-33 credits 30-32 credits 

 

 


