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Upcoming  
Class Starts
Core and eleCtives 
 
Beaver Falls           May 4, 2015
                  June 22, 2015
online                       June 3, 2015

MaJors
CHristian MinistrY 
leadersHiP
Pittsburgh            June 23, 2015 
                   November 17, 2015 

HuMan resourCes
Beaver Falls         June 24, 2015 
                        November 18, 2015                                
Monroeville          June 24, 2015 
                        November 18, 2015 
Pittsburgh            June 25, 2015 
                         November 19, 2015 
Cranberry twp.    July 14, 2015   
             December 1, 2015                              
online                October 5, 2015
             December 7, 2015 

HuMan serviCes
Johnstown           June 25, 2015 
Pittsburgh        August 26, 2015 
Beaver Falls       August 27 2015 
 
organizational  
leadersHiP
Cranberry twp.   July 14, 2015
                      December 1, 2015
online                 October 5, 2015
                        December 7, 2015

CHild & FaMilY serviCes
online                October 5, 2015
             December 7, 2015

ManageMent
online                October 5, 2015
             December 7, 2015

Mark Huberdeau ‘90, Human Resources 
American astronaut Buzz Aldrin said,  
“Timing has always been a key element in 
my life. I have been blessed to have been  
in the right place at the right time.” God’s 
perfect timing can surprise us in times of 
struggle and desperation.

Mark Huberdeau has experienced such a 
time. He had recently moved to Pittsburgh 
and enrolled at the University of Pittsburgh 
for evening classes to complete his bachelor’s 
degree. He had reached the point in his  
education when he had to declare a major, 
but the major he wanted was only offered full-
time. Because he worked full-time to support  
his growing family, entering a traditional  
college schedule was not a possibility and  
his educational goals were put on hold.

But God knew his struggle, and Mark found 
himself in the right place at the right time. 
“One night, driving home from work, I heard 
on the radio of a new program being offered 
at Geneva College—a ‘degree completion 
program.’ The radio advertisement struck a 

chord with me as it seemed to fit my situation. 
I had advanced my education with various 
college credits, but they were unfocused  
and did not provide me with credentials 
needed to support advancement in work  
or higher education.”

Because he was new to the area, and the 
Adult Degree Programs was in its fledgling 
state, he was unfamiliar with it and decided 
to call an enrollment counselor to learn more 
about the program and the human resources 
major. What he discovered seemed to  
be designed just for him! “It provided a  
concentrated path to attain my long term 
goals, and it fit my needs of work and family.”  
Classes met only one night a week and 
lasted less than 18 months.

However, one of the most beneficial aspects 
of the program, in addition to the flexible 
schedule and adult-specific curriculum, was 
the cohort-style classroom. “The program 
fostered a community environment with the 
cohort arrangement. I was no longer just 
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If you have some college experience 
or no college experience, the Geneva 
College Adult Degree Programs can help 
you complete a bachelor’s degree in a 
classroom and online.

Explore the possibilities and learn more 
about the program that interests you. 
Visit our website to find the locations and 
times of our information meetings, or call 
800.576.3111 to set up a personal visit  
with an enrollment counselor. 

Step Forward. Leap Ahead.

Step Forward

The Master’s in Leadership degrees have a special offer for Adult 
Degree Program alumni. Apply for any of the upcoming 2015 M.S. in 
Leadership Studies or M.S. in Organizational Leadership class starts 
and receive a special tuition scholarship in the amount of $3,300!

But why choose a Geneva Master’s in Leadership degree program? 
Students experience positive changes in perspectives, attitudes and 
even behaviors regarding their roles as leaders. But understanding the 
challenges that face today’s adult, Geneva College offers the Master 
of Organizational Leadership program in a classroom format, meeting 
one night a week, and a Master of Leadership Studies program online. 
Both the classroom and online programs are 24 months long. Now with 
the increased offerings and Adult Degree Programs alumni scholarship, 
there has never been a better time to get your master’s degree. Sign up 
now—this can be a transformative experience for you too!

MSOL and Adult Degree Programs are very similar in design: class 
meets only one night a week in a cohort style classroom. Earn your 
master’s degree in as little as 24 months!
 
For more information and class start dates on the Master’s in Leadership 
degrees, contact Alice Price at 1.800.576.3111.

ADULT DEGREE PROGRAMS 
Alumni Special Scholarship

Geneva.edu/adult-degree/adp_informationsessions

Continued inside
Visit our website for more 
information, or call 800.576.3111 
to set up a personal visit.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is difficult to put into words what Ralph 
Phillips means both to Geneva College and 
for me personally.

To Geneva College, Ralph has dedicated 
so much of his life as a student, graduate 
student, and then dedicated faculty and 
administrative Dean. Ralph symbolizes 
a lifelong dedication to education. From 
being a principal at the Beaver County 
Christian School for many years to being Summer 2015 Course Schedule

Busy adults can earn core and elective credits 
before enrolling in an ADP major or after 
completing a major. 

Classroom courses meet from 6 to 10 p.m.  
For course descriptions or to register,  
visit www.geneva.edu/adult-degree/core/
bridge_registration.

Beaver Falls 

aBnorMal PsYCHologY 3 credits
Human services core, PSY minor or elective
Mondays, May 4 – June 22

tHe gosPel oF JoHn 3 credits
Elective or Biblical & Theological Studies minor
Tuesdays, May 5 – June 23

HuMan diversitY 3 credits
Human services core, PSY minor or elective
Thursdays, May 7 – June 4

liFesPan develoPMent 3 credits
Human services, PSY minor or elective
Mondays, June 22 – August 10

tHe World oF islaM 3 credits
Elective or Biblical & Theological Studies minor
Tuesdays, June 23 – August 11

A Word from the Dean John Gallo, Dean of Graduate, Adult and Online Programs

ADP Core and 

the catalyst for the growth and development 
of our Adult Degree Programs, he has shown 
tireless dedication to students. He has a 
passion for seeing them grow and develop, 
and a great commitment to a Christian 
education rooted in the Reformed faith.

To me, I would not be in higher education if 
it was not for Ralph Phillips. Ralph gave me 
my first teaching job in 2001 in our Adult 
Degree Programs, and then Ralph hired me 
in 2007 to work at Geneva full-time. In these 
past eight years, he has been an incredible 
encourager, a mentor and coach, and a 
leader worth emulating. One of the things 
that really stands out to me about Ralph is his 
willingness to continuously improve our adult 
programs. Whether it would be minor policies 
and procedures, or major curriculum changes, 
Ralph has never once resisted the opportunity 
to strengthen our program or make it better 
for our students. In his tenure at ADP, Ralph 
has overseen the expansion of new majors, 
made many large changes in the curriculum 
and then embraced online learning. Ralph 
is too humble to admit this, but there are 
undoubtedly countless numbers of graduates 

across our region who would not have been 
able to finish their bachelor’s degrees if it 
was not for the tireless work and dedication 
that Ralph showed them, often meeting 
outside of class, traveling to their location, or 
just being a willing ear on the other end of 
the telephone. He is quite simply the epitome 
of servant-leadership.

The loss of Ralph to our Adult Degree 
Programs, as well as to Geneva College, is 
great. However, I am comforted in knowing 
that he and Sandy will now have more time 
to spend with their children and beautiful 
grandchildren. I am also comforted in 
knowing that we are not done with him 
just yet. Ralph wants to remain involved at 
Geneva College teaching for us part-time in 
our ADP program, in class and online, along 
with other opportunities to consult and be 
involved with us.

Nevertheless, this is a transition for Ralph 
and his family and I ask that you would join 
me in offering your prayers, well wishes, and 
support to him over these next coming weeks 
and months ahead.

FundaMentals oF aCCounting
3 elective credits

Priorities, goals & attitudes
3 elective credits

HoW to read tHe BiBle
3 elective credits

aCts
3 elective credits

old testaMent PentateuCH
3 elective credits

WisdoM literature
3 elective credits

College CoMPosition & 
graMMar
3 core or elective credits

Case studies in leadersHiP
3 elective credits

CHurCH HistorY 1
3 elective credits

CHurCH HistorY 2
3 elective credits

entrePreneursHiP
3 elective credits

Elective Courses
CHild develoPMent 3 credits
Human services minor or elective
Wednesdays, June 24 – August 12

ClassiCal and CHristian 
Cultures 3 credits
Humanities or elective
Thursdays, June 25 – August 13

FullY online 
June 3- JuLY 29

 
old testaMent surveY
3 Old Testament core or elective credits

neW testaMent surveY
3 New Testament core or elective credits

ClassiCal & CHristian Cultures
3 humanities core or elective credits

renaissanCe to tHe Present
3 humanities core or elective credits

introduCtion to PsYCHologY
3 social science core or elective credits

eartH & sPaCe sCienCe
3 natural science core or elective credits

environMental sCienCe
3 natural science core or elective credits

FaitH & MoneY
3 elective credits

For prospective and current Adult  
Degree Programs students.

Biblical Introduction I Old Testament 
Biblical Introduction II New Testament 
 
Courses fulfill core requirements for Christian 
ministry leadership majors, and elective 
requirements for human resources, 
management, organizational leadership, 
child and family services and human services.
Earn three semester hours for each exam.

BEAvER FALLS
Saturday, September 12, 2015
Saturday, January 16, 2016
 
PITTSBURGH
Saturday, July 11, 2015
Saturday, November 21, 2015
Saturday, March 12, 2016

Advance registration required.  
Call for details and study guide.  
800.576.3111 • adultdegree@geneva.edu

Bible Challenge 
Exams

              is published 
regularly by Geneva College  
Adult Degree Programs

Geneva.edu/adultdegree  
adultdegree@geneva.edu 
800.576.3111

Geneva College, founded in 
1848, is a four-year Christian 
liberal arts college. The Middle 
States Association of Colleges  
and Secondary Schools  
accredits Geneva College.  

All rights reserved. 

Dr. Ralph Phillip Retires
Assistant Dean for Adult Education, Dr. Ralph 
Phillips, will be retiring in May. While all 
at Geneva are sad to see him go, we are 
thankful for his service over the past 20 years 
and wish him God’s blessing in all of his 
future endeavors. We are especially grateful 
to God for bringing him to Geneva College.

Dr. Phillips first came to Geneva College as 
a freshman biology major. Upon completing 
his bachelor’s degree, he and his wife Sandy 
moved to Philadelphia where he attended 
Westminster Seminary and graduated 
with his Master of Divinity in 1975. His 
educational journey brought him back to the 
Pittsburgh area and he completed a master’s 
in education at the University of Pittsburgh 
in 1977. In 1996 he returned to Geneva 

College and finished his master’s degree in 
professional psychology, then received his 
PhD in Education from the University  
of Pittsburgh

From 1978 until 1995, Ralph worked as 
the supervising principal at Beaver County 
Christian School. He then came to Geneva 
College Adult Degree Programs as a full time 
administrator and instructor.

Upon retirement, Ralph is looking forward  
to spending more time with his wife, children 
and grandchildren. He enjoys and will 
continue to be involved with Geneva  
College as a part-time instructor for  
the Adult Degree Programs. Congratulations, Ralph!

Class enrollment is limited.
Register and begin class up to June 25.
For registration and financial aid 
information, call 724.847.5683.

an individual working toward a goal 
alone, but the cohort, as a team, was 
working toward common goals and 
supporting each other. Each one of us 
in the class understood the challenges 
of adult learners.”

That radio advertisement led to so 
much for Mark. He currently works for 
The MITRE Corporation, a not-for-profit 
company that operates multiple federally  
funded research and development 

centers, and focuses on aviation, system 
engineering and program management.  
He has his Master of Science in Systems 
Engineering from Johns Hopkins Whiting 
School of Engineering and uses it in the 
Center for Advanced Aviation System  
Development to provide the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) with advanced technical  
capabilities in systems engineering, math-
ematics and computer science. On the 
weekends he volunteers at the Steven  
Udvar-Hazy Center of the National Air  
and Space Museum as a docent.

Like Buzz Aldrin, he got where he is today 
with good timing, dedication and hard 
work. “Completing the program eventually 
allowed me to have new opportunities. 
Geneva opened doors and provided the 
building blocks to advance in the workforce 
and into graduate studies.” He encourages 
everyone considering the program to take the 
steps and challenge themselves. He says, 
“You will not know at the time what avenues 
will open for you. Even when the end looks 
long, lean on Geneva and your teammates 
for support; it will be worth it in the end.”
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